
A Serious Warning (Heb. 10.26-31) 
WestminsterReformedChurch.org 
Pastor Ostella 
2-22-2009 

26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a 
sacrifice for sins,  27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.  
28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses.  
29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God, 
and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?  
30 For we know him who said, "Vengeance is mine; I will repay." And again, "The Lord will judge his people."  
31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.   
 

Introduction  
 We said that Hebrews 6 is one of the most difficult passages in the Bible to interpret. It is 
one of a number of warning passages in the book. Our text for today, Hebrews 10.26-31, is also a 
warning passage. Although it is not the most difficult, it is difficult, and it contains the most 
serve language of warning to the church on record. Note the personal pronouns throughout the 
text: if we go on sinning (v. 26), how much more punishment, do you think, will be deserved (v. 29), for we know 
(v. 30). We should be struck by the fact that the serious warning about judgment is something 
that we as a church are to think about, the judge is someone we know, and the sin is something 
that we could commit. To some people, these verses seem to contradict the doctrine of 
perseverance, as if they say, “Knowing the Lord, think about the fiery judgment we (true 
Christians) may experience if we go on sinning.”  
 In this light, our title for this message is “a serious warning.” That is perhaps understated. 
To understand what is going on here, we will cover three things about this “serious warning”: the 
sin that prompts it, the punishment it emphasizes, and the people to whom it applies.  
 
1A. The sin that prompts the serious warning 
 What is the sin that prompts this warning? We get our answer from verse 26a, the 
previous context, and the succeeding context.  
 1) First, from the verse: persistence in sin with a high hand 
 The text says: if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth. Persistent 
sinning comes from the tense of the verb to sin; note the “ing” ending. The ESV translates “if we 
go on sinning” and the NRSV has “if we…persist in sin.” In view is a settled practice of sin.  
 Deliberation is also present in 26a: if we go on sinning deliberately. “Deliberate sin” alludes to 
Numbers 15.27-31. From the OT text, we learn that sinning deliberately (or intentionally) versus 
sinning unwittingly (unintentionally) refers to sinning “with a high hand” (15.30). This is a form of 
haughty and intense rebellion against God and His word: it involves reviling the Lord (15.30), 
breaking His commandments, and despising His word (15.31). 
 The sin also involves knowledge for it is a haughty, persistent, and God-defying rebellion 
that comes after receiving the knowledge of the truth. It takes place in the clear light of the gospel; it is 
thus sin in the light and against the light of gospel truth. Like those in the wilderness, we may 
persist in opposition to the messengers that bring us the clear truth by grumbling, complaining 
and quarrelling (Cf. 3.7-11 looking back to Numbers 11-14). The truth is we defy God.  
 2) Second, from the previous context: neglecting the basics  
 We just had a series of exhortations. We might call them details of the duty of 
perseverance. They are the three “let us” sections: let us draw near, let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope, and let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good deeds. If these things 
are lacking, one is hardly persevering in the faith. Continuing to sin with a high hand includes 
the neglect of a true heart in prayer, ownership of our confession, and one anothering love.  
 3) Third, from the succeeding context: trampling, trivializing, and falsifying 
 a) What does it mean to spurn the Son? 
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 It means literally to trample under foot. The figurative idea is to hold in contempt, to 
hate, and disdain. Just think of the last time you walked all over something. I trample empty 
boxes under my feet in order to throw them away as worthless trash. According to Hughes, to 
spurn the Son of God refers to “sneering rejection of Jesus as the Son in whom God has spoken” 
(Hebrews 422). This rejection is contrary to all that we know of Him from chapter 1 of Hebrews. 
To spurn the Son is to reject our Lord as the saving speech of God, creator and sustainer of the 
universe, and incarnate God enthroned forever. Trampling on Him involves “callous 
abandonment” and “contemptuous repudiation” of Jesus “crucified, risen, and glorified” (422).  
 b) What does it mean to profane the blood of the covenant? 
 The thought moves now to the work of Christ that He accomplished as the unique Son of 
God incarnate. Blood is short for the sacrifice of Christ in death by suffering. To call it “the 
blood of the covenant” indicates the redemptive work that brought all the promises of the OT to 
realization in a new and better covenant. To profane is to consider something common and 
unclean. Thus, sin that prompts the serious warning of our text trivializes the new and better 
sacrifice of Christ that dealt with sin in a decisive way. 
 c) What does it mean to outrage the Spirit? 
 Explicitly, this identifies the fact that the sin in view stirs up the wrath of the Holy Spirit. 
Implicitly, the persistent and haughty sin is against the Spirit falsifying His work in some 
blasphemous way that claims (says) that He is not the Spirit of saving grace but something evil 
and fraudulent (cf. Hughes 423). 
 The sin that prompts the serious warning of our text (10.26b-29) is quite serious itself. It 
is a neglect of basic duties of new temple worship and a persistence in haughty rebellion against 
God (despising Him and His word), against the Son of God (trampling on Him and profaning His 
work) and against the Holy Spirit (insulting Him by falsifying His work of saving grace, calling 
it something else, something evil). Understandably then, this sinful posture leads to a dreadful 
punishment.  
  
2A. The punishment that the serious warning emphasizes 
 What is the punishment that the serious warning emphasizes? On one hand, the 
punishment is an absence or negation of something: there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins (10.26b). 
That is, persistent high handed sin leads to a situation where protection from the wrath of God 
against sin is set aside. Of course, the finished work of Christ remains in place unaffected. The 
point is that people who reject the person and work of Christ have no sacrifice because His 
sacrifice is the only and final sacrifice. Therefore, they are left with one ultimate expectation in 
the future: a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries (10.27).  
 It is much worse than the judgment of people who rebelled in the OT: How much worse 
punishment, do you think, will be deserved (v. 29). This is clearly an “a fortiori” argument, which has a 
“lesser to the greater” component. Punishment for setting aside the Law of Moses in the time of 
promise was death: 28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or 
three witnesses (10.28). Now, we are in the time of fulfillment that immeasurably exceeds the time 
of promise in privilege. Responsibility and accountability are therefore greater by far as well. 
 Moreover, the idea of death without mercy (10.28) is powerfully firm and dreadful as we 
know from the application of the death penalty in Deuteronomy 13.8-9, you shall not yield to him or 
listen to him, nor shall your eye pity him, nor shall you spare him, nor shall you conceal him.  9 But you shall kill him. 
Thus, the writer to the Hebrews amplifies: 30 For we know him who said, "Vengeance is mine; I will repay."  
Now, in the fulfillment, it is God who will not yield, or listen, or show pity, or spare or conceal 
those who persist in their rebellion. We know that it is the righteous judge of heaven and earth 
that has the right to vengeance; it belongs to Him, and He has given His word on it. He will pay 
the wages of sin in full to the last penny.  
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3A. The people to whom the serious warning applies  
 We have to reflect on the people to whom this serious warning applies in order to find the 
relevance of these words for us today.  
 We began this message noting the personal pronouns throughout the text: if we go on sinning 
(v. 26), how much more punishment, do you think, will be deserved (v. 29), for we know (v. 30). Now we can 
add the strong statement of judgment with respect to God’s people (The Lord will judge his people 
v. 30). Does this all add up to conditional perseverance, which means that our salvation is 
conditioned on our actions, on how we respond to God’s grace? Does this mean that some 
genuine Christians may go on sinning with a high hand and ultimately fall under the Lord’s 
fearful judgment?  
 Our answer is clearly, no, for a number of reasons. 
 1) The judgment by God of His people is a blessing 
 It is asking the wrong question to inquire about perseverance from 10.30 on the Lord’s 
judgment of His people. Interestingly, these quotations ["Vengeance is mine; I will repay" and “The Lord 
will judge his people”] promise a double-edged blessing to the people of God. They draw from 
Deuteronomy 32 and refer to judgment on behalf of God’s people: 35 Vengeance is mine, and 
recompense, for the time when their foot shall slip; for the day of their calamity is at hand, and their doom comes 
swiftly.'  36 For the LORD will vindicate his people and have compassion on his servants, when he sees that their power 
is gone and there is none remaining, bond or free (35-36). Cutting in one direction, vindication on behalf 
of His people involves vengeance and calamity on the adversaries. That is the point of the 
reference to adversaries in Hebrews 10.27: fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. Cutting in the 
other direction, vindication involves God’s compassion toward His servants (the LORD will vindicate 
his people and have compassion on his servants, when he sees that their power is gone [when he sees them 
acknowledging their helplessness] (Deut. 32.36). 
 In the end, the fact that God judges His people has nothing to do with the idea of fiery 
judgment falling on genuine Christians. This kind of judgment is a marvelous blessing. 
 2) The pastor addresses the church as a confessing community 
 An important perspective concerns the distinction between the confessing and possessing 
community. There are people God possesses as His own and the people who profess to possess 
Him as their own. It is self-evident that the people that God possesses as His own people will 
own His name. In Hebrews 8.2, He says, “They will be my people” (I will own them) along with 
saying, “I will be their God” (they will own me). Without question, if God owns someone, then that 
person will confess that he owns Him as his Lord and God. Thus, Hebrews presents the church 
as a confessing community. The writer tells us that Jesus is the high priest of our confession (3.1) 
to which we are to hold fast (4.14; 10.23). The church is a professing community and baptism is 
surely part of that profession (Heb. 6.2; 10.22). It is a baptized community, which is just to say 
that it is a confessing community. God possesses a people and they profess to possess Him. 
 Of course, it is obvious that someone can confess ownership of Christ with the mouth 
without owning Him in the heart. The saving baptismal confession is belief in the heart and 
confession with the mouth that Jesus is risen Lord (Rom. 6.4, 14; 10.9-10). Therefore, the fact 
that some of the people of God, as a confessing church, may go on sinning with a high hand in 
repudiation of Christ tells us nothing about genuine believers falling from grace and into the fury 
of God’s holy wrath.  
 3) God possesses the possessing community 
 We need to look closer at God’s ownership of the church. The book of Hebrews is clear 
regarding the children of the eternal covenant. These are the children for whom Jesus tasted 
death to bring every one of them to glory (Heb. 2.9-10, But we see him who for a little while was made 
lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the 
grace of God he might taste death for everyone [of them].  10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things 
exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering). They are 
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one with Christ who sanctifies them (2.11a, For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 
origin [all are one].). That union with them makes Him unashamed to call them brothers (2.11b, That is 
why he is not ashamed to call them brothers). The covenant family is also called “the children God has given 
to me” (2.13). Because the covenant children share in flesh and blood, Jesus became incarnate to 
deliver them from slavery to sin and its consequence of death (2.14-15, Since therefore the children 
share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong 
slavery). They are clearly His covenant children before He became incarnate. Therefore, they are 
the sons and daughters that the Father gave to Christ in the eternal covenant of redemption (the 
pactum salutis of Jn. 17); they are the ones that the Father gave to Christ in order for Him to give 
them eternal life by giving them a saving knowledge of God (Jn. 17.1-4).  
 Returning to the point of being sanctified, the children of the eternal covenant are the 
ones for whom Jesus secured an eternal redemption (Heb. 9.12). That means that on the cross He 
obtained release from sin and death for them forever (what he obtained was eternal freedom from 
sin and death that begins in time and extends to eternity). Those being sanctified are perfected 
for all time; their sanctification is complete in Christ for the time between His comings and 
therefore the perfection of glory is a guarantee. That guarantee underlies the process of 
sanctification that God began and will complete because He is faithful (Heb. 10.23, for he who 
promised is faithful).  
 Therefore, the sanctification in view regarding the person who profanes the blood of the 
covenant by which he was sanctified is like the cleansing that false prophets receive as cleaned up pigs 
and dogs that return to their mud and their vomit (2 Pet. 2.15-22).  
 In turn, the fact that true Christians will hang on to the end without going on in high 
handed sin depends on God and His faithfulness to His promise, not on believers and their 
faithfulness. That is the great promise of the gospel that is God-centered and gracious.  
 
Conclusion 
 Let us tie some loose ends together. 
 1) The if…then of the warning is true  
 The message in this serious warning is clear and for all who hear. For all in the 
confessing church who have ears to hear, let them hear: it is emphatically and seriously true that 
if you go on sinning in neglect on one hand and overt rebellion on the other hand, you have only 
one expectation: a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries (10.27). 
 2) The serious warning calls to repentance and prompts diligence  
 It does not direct us away from God’s promise and His faithfulness or the certainty of the 
work of Christ. It does not put salvation in our hands dependent on us. It puts the reality in front 
of all of us as a confessing church. How do we value Christ and His work? Do we in effect 
trample Him under our feet by our actions (whatever our confession might be)? When we sin do 
we realize that there is one thing that our (my) sin deserves: the fury of God’s wrath?  
 Finally, if you have ears to hear, then you will draw near with a true heart, grow in the 
confession of your hope, and consider how to stir up one anothering love by practicing it more 
and more as you see your hope drawing near.  
 

Let us fall down before the majesty of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit with thankful hearts for the 
salvation that the Father planned, the Son executed, and the Spirit applies; may we learn to be ever 
thankful for a salvation that depends fully on the faithfulness of the one who promises and not on us 
in any way shape or form. To the triune God be all glory now and forevermore, amen.  

  
  


