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23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the 
child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.  24By faith Moses, when he was grown up, 
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God 
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.  26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the 
treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.  27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of 
the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible.  28 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the 
blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them (Heb.11.23-28). 

Introduction 
 Moses as the topic of interest is the umbrella that overarches Hebrews 11.23-28. 
Therefore, the focus on Moses includes the actions of his parents. How should we view this? Our 
author directs our attention to Moses; he is the key figure. His place in the history of redemption 
has huge significance, not only in his adult life but also in his infancy. The significance reaches 
across the history of redemption from the Old Testament to the New. Thus, our view of the faith 
of his parents is controlled by how Moses fits into the unfolding drama of redemption within the 
posterity of Abraham. That fact yields the following two major things to consider today: 1) 
lessons in faith from the infancy of Moses, and 2) lessons in faith from the adult life of Moses.  
  
1A. Lessons in faith from the infancy of Moses 
 By faith the parents of Moses concealed him for three months (Heb. 11.23; Ex. 2.2). The 
context is the bondage of the sons of Israel (Jacob’s new name) in Egypt. Because of Joseph, 
Jacob's sons (the twelve tribes to be) were welcomed in Egypt, protected from famine, granted 
land and privilege. Over time, with the changes in the leadership in Egypt, a Pharaoh arose who 
did not remember Joseph: 6 Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation.  7 But the people of 
Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with 
them.  8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph (Ex. 1.6-8). The new king oppressed 
the Israelites appointing taskmasters over them who ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves 14 
and made their lives bitter with hard service (Ex. 1.13-14). Nonetheless, the Israelites multiplied and 
appeared to the Egyptians to be a threat. So, an edict was enacted that called for the killing of all 
newborn sons: 22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, "Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast 
into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live" (Ex. 1.22). But the time of deliverance was at hand 
through the well-known figure of the OT, Moses.  
 Exodus 2.1-10, the text we read earlier, recounts the birth of Moses, the fact that he was 
hidden for three months, and the narrative regarding how his mother put him in a basket among 
the reeds by the river bank (2.3) where he was discovered by Pharaoh’s daughter. In God’s 
providence, Pharaoh’s daughter not only took Moses to be her son, but she unwittingly paid the 
mother of Moses to nurse and raise him as a youth. So the account concludes with these words: 10 
When the child grew up, she [Moses’ mother] brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. She named 
him Moses, "Because," she said, "I drew him out of the water." (Ex. 2.10). 
 The writer to the Hebrews gives us the following snippet of the Exodus account: 23 By faith 
Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, 
and they were not afraid of the king's edict (Heb. 11.23). We should note that his parents were not afraid 
neither were they cocky or presumptive. They disobeyed the king’s edict and hid the child with 
courage and not fear, but they were wise and recognized the limits of what they could do to keep 
him concealed and protected. Faith manifested itself in courage and wisdom. 
 The faith commended has to be faith in God who promised and faith in His promises. 
Their faith in the working of God through the posterity of Eve, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob was 
somehow aroused with regard to their son by his beauty, by the uncommonly beautiful 
appearance of this infant. Granted, all parents (at least most of them) consider their children to be 
better looking and more advanced even as newborns than all other children of the same age. But 
the case of Amram and Jochebed, Moses' parents (Ex. 6.20), is unique.  God gave Moses a 
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distinct "fineness" of appearance that indicated to the eye of faith that this child has a special 
role to play in the unfolding of God's sure purposes regarding the descendents of Abraham. 
Hebrews 3 shows us that Moses prefigured Christ; from Deuteronomy 18, we know that the 
promised descendent would be a prophet with the word of God on His lips and miracle working 
on His fingertips. Therefore, the child was an embodiment of the gospel before these parents and 
by the working of the Spirit they laid hold of that gospel and thereby found the courage to 
oppose the king. Thus, they concealed the child and then hid him in a basket in earshot of the 
king's daughter. It appears that they sought to subvert the king's horrid edict through his own 
daughter's compassion. Whatever may have been their full intent, by God's providential blessing, 
the actual mother of Moses, Jochebed was "allowed" by Pharaoh's daughter to be an ad hoc 
mother to Moses. Lesson: by faith, they embraced the gospel with courageous wisdom.  
 
2A. Lessons in faith from the adult life of Moses 
 The snippet from the childhood of Moses gives context for his example. The training of 
Moses both at his Hebrew mother's knee and in the Egyptian king's court is submerged in the 
phrase "when he was grown up" (Heb. 11.24). The writer sends us back in thought to the fuller OT 
account from which he selects summary material that captures the story in a nutshell. 
 As an adult at age 40 (Acts 7.23), Moses had to come to terms with a "critical decision 
which was to determine the whole direction of his life from that time on" (Hughes 494). He had 
to choose between the people of God and the Egyptians. To this point in his life, he had his feet 
planted, so to speak, in two worlds: the Egyptian court where he was a prince with leisure time 
for learning and the brickyards of his true family where he, as one of them, would be nothing 
more than a time-bound slave.  
 Moreover, Moses knew that with the people of God he would not only be a slave but a 
mistreated and oppressed slave. Apparently, due to his mother's instruction in the gospel and his 
remarkable status as a prince of Egypt, it occurred to Moses that he had a role to fulfill on behalf 
of the other world, the world of slaves. That awareness was in his mind when he sought to 
deliver a mistreated slave by killing an Egyptian guard: He supposed that his brothers would understand 
that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not understand (Acts 7.25). He prefigures Christ 
by whose hand brothers and sisters will be given salvation. He is Christ in promise.  
 Our writer to the Hebrews zeros in on his choice, on how he counted the cost: 24By faith 
Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated 
with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.  26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater 
wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward (11.24-26).  
 He did two things in one act: refusing and choosing. He set aside his status as the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter; he chose to receive mistreatment. He turned away from the side of the 
oppressors to take the side of the oppressed.  
 Notably, he gave up status and pleasure. The status not only gave him refuge from 
persecution as a Hebrew, but it also gave him abundant opportunity to enjoy the pleasures of sin. 
Notably, sin has its pleasures. That is true across the board of the life in sin in that the provisions 
of food and drink of sunshine, rain, and crops in their seasons come from God in common grace. 
These things are all good and man is to receive them from the hand of his Creator with 
thanksgiving for the enjoyments they bring. However, fallen sinners do not give thanks to God 
but to lady luck: consider the professional tennis player who remains on top of the sport for years 
without serious injury and who broadcasts his success as a matter of luck. Surrounded by God's 
gifts we distort His provisions and enjoy the pleasures of sin. It is critical to recognize, however, 
that the pleasures of sin are "fleeting." Time marches on and the healthiest athlete succumbs to 
the consequences of sin. He experiences aging, sickness, dying, and death.  
 Furthermore, note the obedient faith of Moses: 27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the 
anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible.  28 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the 
blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them (Heb. 11.27-28).  
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 Of all the things that might be said about the huge event of the exodus from Egypt, the 
author describes the obedient faith of Moses as fearless (like his parents) and God-centered: he 
saw, knew, understood, and fellowshipped with the invisible God. Faith sees the real world in its 
wholeness. The real world is the God created world in which every fact reveals Him, is from 
Him, and for Him (Rom. 11.36). He knew the Creator as the great I am, the covenant keeping 
God, who said, “I am that I am.” Moses knew the sovereign God and independent Lord of 
heaven and earth who maintains His existence from eternity to eternity without any necessary 
reference to anything outside of Himself. He knew the one who creates and destroys, so, by faith 
he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them (11.28).  
 Moses knew that God is true to His word for both blessing and cursing for justification 
and condemnation, as we learn from Exodus 33.19, And he [the Lord]said, "I will make all my goodness 
pass before you and will proclaim before you my name 'The LORD.' And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, 
and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. Moses embraced the sovereignty of God in showing 
mercy to whom He chooses to show mercy and in hardening whom He chooses to harden. This is 
how Paul looks back to these things in Romans: 13 As it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."  14 What 
shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means!  15 For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom 
I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion."  16 So then it depends not on human will or 
exertion, but on God, who has mercy (9.13-16).  
  
Applications and lessons for us: three hooks regarding what faith chooses 
 1) Faith chooses God above fear 
 Faith in God and His promises leads the way to courage in the Christian walk while at the 
same time avoiding fool heartedness; this is courageous wisdom or wise courage like that 
displayed by the faith of the parents of Moses. Thus, as we live by the promises that are yes and 
amen in Christ Jesus the descendent of Israel and true prophet like Moses, we are encouraged 
here to persevering faith to face threats to the people of God with neither fear nor folly. Again, it 
is clear that God works behind the scenes of human history to frustrate the plans of men as He 
brings His purposes to pass generation by generation: 10 The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to 
nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples.  11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of his heart to all 
generations (Ps. 33.10-11). Picture the infant slave that goes from basket to palace! Confidence has 
deep roots when it rests on the sovereignty of God who does not fail to accomplish all that He 
intends to accomplish as He shows mercy to whom He chooses to show mercy.  
 You have an example of parenting in this account. Moses’ parents are an example and 
you are to be one also to your children, grandchildren, nephews and nieces. Thus, listen to all 
that God's has to say so you can fearlessly and wisely exemplify submission to God before your 
children. By faith, use the means that God has ordained to nurture them in the gospel promises.  
 2) Faith chooses God above pleasure 
 Moses carefully weighed the fleeting nature of the pleasures of this world that are all 
tainted with sin when they are enjoyed outside of fellowship with God and outside of trust in His 
promises. In this connection, experience in life shows that we all struggle with needs and desires 
often confusing them. Church history reveals that ministers struggle with needs and desires with 
much confusion as well. We need clear thinking about status, wealth, and pleasure in the short 
time of our earthly journey. Then, we can take the moments captive to obedience to Christ.  
 Accordingly, you must recognize the sin dimension of pleasure that is mis-enjoyed. 
 You need to keep clear focus on the fleeting nature of earthly status, wealth, and pleasure.  
 There is much to consider to keep your priorities right.  
 Moses could have rationalized that he must keep good terms with the courtiers of the 
palace in order to help the oppressed of Israel. In the end, however, God called him to lead the 
people out of Egypt, not to better their status within Egypt. He had to make a choice between the 
world and God’s people, even to suffer for them and with them. If you have true faith, you must 
make the choice of love for God and His people. You cannot truly love God if you do not love 
His people. You must make the choice of love for God above all earthly things (Mat. 6.24).  
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 Moses made the "calculation" of faith (Hughes 495) "by which it becomes obvious that 
the values and allurements of this world are not comparable with those everlasting blessings 
which are guaranteed by the promises of God: He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the 
treasures of Egypt (11.26). As Paul put it, the afflictions of our lives are "momentary" and they 
prepare us for "an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison" (2 Cor. 4.17; Rom. 8.18).  
 Suffering the reproach of Christ is a historical-redemptive comment that contains more 
than one line of thought. The Lord's people are anointed ones and Moses identifies with them to 
suffer with them. But the reference here is to the Messiah, the anointed one, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. So, by suffering with God's people, Moses suffered with Christ, the suffering Israelite par 
excellence. Still, there is one more line of thought: Moses conformed to the pattern of obedience 
in suffering that would have its perfect expression in our Lord Jesus Christ. Again, Moses 
prefigures the coming one and in that he reveals the gospel of the suffering servant that delivers 
the chosen people of God from bondage in sin and death. Marvelously, Jesus suffered for our 
sins in our place thereby freeing us from undergoing the punishment that is our due!  
 3) Faith chooses God above earthly reward (with Christ is greater wealth, 11.26) 
 Moses was "animated by this perspective of faith which penetrates beyond the trials and 
afflictions of the present time to the glory that lies ahead: for he looked for the reward" (Hughes 
496). Parallel is the fact that he saw Him who is invisible (11.27). Seeing is “knowing, grasping, 
and laying hold of” by faith. Likewise, you are to fix your eyes on Jesus the author and finisher 
of your faith. You also face the choice day by day of looking to Christ or choosing the things of 
this earth. This is not a call to some kind of sacred-secular mentality, but to prioritizing of time, 
energy, desires, expectations, possessions, and goals. There are everyday choices to make such 
as in this question: “will I spend time in prayer and meditation on the Scriptures or will I spend 
my time busy and active with the things of this earth…first and foremost?”  
 Note the last words: first and foremost. Do we neglect and stay busy with our minds on 
this project and that project so that quality in our walk with God suffers? The question is a first, 
foremost, and qualitative one. This has a 6-1 structure to it and it has a daily structure that 
involves setting time aside on one hand and in keeping the end goal always before us in all that 
we do on the other. We need to be fresh and refresh ourselves on the great goal of living in all 
that we do for the glory of God. That means that we need the word of God, fellowship with God, 
and fellowship with His people to keep our minds right…recall the deceitfulness of sin and the 
need for one anothering love (Heb. 3.13, exhort one another every day, as long as it is called "today," that 
none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin) 
 The treasure is the kingdom of God present in Christ through the gospel. To have Christ, 
to have the kingdom, to have the gospel, to have abundant life, and to have eternal life, you must 
sell all that you have. This is absolute and totalitarian: sell it all. But does this mean, per the 
parable of our Lord (Mat. 13.44), that you now have nothing of this earth? No, because the man 
sells all to buy the field. Therefore, all he has he puts in subordination to the king and His 
kingdom. This is how you own Christ and salvation as your greatest treasure. The lesson is that 
the commitment of a Christian to Christ means that everything that you are, have and represent is 
put at the feet of Christ and given away to Him. What you pursue, how much you earn, and what 
you do with your earnings and all that you possess including your very body you place on the 
altar of sacrifice to Christ. You commit to live under His absolute authority by His every 
command in every aspect of your life for His glory! This is the large scale prioritizing that 
affects the daily decisions of life and that requires meditation on the word in earnest.  
 Thus you have one single goal in life: to have Christ as the Psalmist put it: 25 Whom have I in 
heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you.  26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is 
the strength of my heart and my portion forever.  27 For behold, those who are far from you shall perish; you put an end 
to everyone who is unfaithful to you.  28 But for me it is good to be near God; I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, that 
I may tell of all your works (Ps. 73.25-28).  
 
 


