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Hebrews 6.1-3 Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation 
of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,  2 and of instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the 
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.  3 And this we will do if God permits. 
 
Mat. 22.23-33, 23 The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection, and they asked 
him a question, 24 saying, "Teacher, Moses said, 'If a man dies having no children, his brother must marry the 
widow and raise up children for his brother.' 25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first married and 
died, and having no children left his wife to his brother. 26 So too the second and third, down to the seventh. 27 

After them all, the woman died. 28 In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be? For they 
all had her." 29 But Jesus answered them, "You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the 
power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in 
heaven. 31 And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God: 
 32 'I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not God of the dead, but of 
the living." 33 And when the crowd heard it, they were astonished at his teaching. 
 

Introduction 
 In Hebrews 6.1-3, there are six elementary things that we are to leave behind as we grow 
spiritually (Heb. 6.1, Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity). They are 
repentance, faith, washings, laying on of hands, resurrection, and judgment. We are not to forget 
these things. Instead, we must go on to higher understanding of them. We must transcend them in 
the sense of going more fully into the fullness they each represent foundationally. 
 So far in this series, we have covered the first four items on this list. Now let us consider 
some things about transcending the basics of the fifth item, resurrection of the dead. We will 
cover this subject in two steps: understanding the resurrection as a foundational fact, and going 
beyond the foundational fact of the resurrection. 
 
1A. Understanding the resurrection as a foundational fact 
 In the OT, we have mostly hints of the resurrection with a few passages that sparkle in 
the shadows that predominate (cf. Job 19.26; Dan.12.2-3). Resurrection teaching is there but in a 
veiled form like so many things in the time of promise. In the OT the doctrine is foggy, but 
everything changed when Jesus appeared on the scene of human history. He brought the fact of 
resurrection into the clear light of day: the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel (2 Tim. 1.10). The gospel-good-news of His 
incarnation, life, death, and resurrection brought life and immortality to light.  
 If we wonder how Jesus brought resurrection from hiddenness to the brightness of the 
noonday sun, then, of course, we have to focus on His resurrection from the dead. But where 
would you go in the NT to get His word on resurrection as a foundational fact? One text stands 
out above all competition. It is the text in which Jesus affirms the resurrection in response to the 
opposition of the Sadducees (Mat. 22.23-33). So let’s consider the opposition and the reply. 
 1B. The opposition of the Sadducees 
 The Sadducees are antagonists. It is easy to remember their theology by a playful use of 
their title, “They are sad- you- see because they have no resurrection hope”: For the Sadducees say 
that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all (Acts 23.8); thus, 
Matthew 22.23, 23 The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection.   
 They came to him [to Jesus] to expose His thinking as absurd and irrational. They enquire 
about conditions in the resurrection, even though they do not believe there will be one. From 
their perspective, if you believe in the resurrection, you end up with entailments that are 
impossible, confusing, and irrational.  
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 To show the impossibility of the resurrection, the Sadducees tell a story that applies the 
marriage law of Deuteronomy 25. In this story, there are seven brothers. They all die one by one. 
They all die childless. Per the marriage law, one by one, they all marry the same woman. The 
story is an exaggeration that intensifies the point of absurdity they wish to pin on Jesus. It shows 
their attitude toward those who, like Jesus, believed in the resurrection. They laugh at the view; 
they think it is ludicrous. They express scorn and ridicule toward Jesus in this story and their 
follow up question: Matthew 22:28, In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be?  If 
such a fictitious story were to occur, what would happen when they all get to heaven in the 
[supposed] resurrection? Whose wife would she be? She cannot be the wife of only one of them 
because that would be contrary to fact for in fact she is wife of all of them. Moreover, she cannot 
be the wife of all of them, all at once, as would be the case in the resurrection (if there were one) 
for that would contradict the biblical teaching against wholesale polygamy.  
 2B. The reply of Jesus 
 Jesus addresses a number of things in His reply. Our concentration will be on the reply 
that helps us understand the resurrection as a foundational fact.  
 Jesus counters their denial of the resurrection. We should soak in what He says, You are 
wrong [in denying the resurrection], because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. To make this 
point stick, Jesus quotes the words of God to Moses at the burning bush: 31 And as for the resurrection 
of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God: 32 'I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob'? He is not God of the dead, but of the living" (Mat. 22.31-32 quoting Ex. 3.6).  
 An important question for us to ask and answer here is this: how does Jesus get His 
answer to the Sadducees from this account with Moses? The word resurrection is not in the OT 
passage. The idea of resurrection is not in view in the flow of thought, so, we might wonder how 
Jesus can apply it to the precise subject of physical life for persons who die. We can answer this 
question in three steps. 
 1) The covenant  
 “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” is covenant language that intimately 
connects the covenant people with the God of the covenant. As Ridderbos puts it, it would be 
inconsistent with the divine character of the covenant to restrict it solely to the present life 
(Matthew, p.415).  
 2) The tense of the verb 
 In part, the answer comes from the present tense of the verb: I am the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. If He is their God, then they must be living because He is God of the living and 
not of the dead.  The phrase, “I am their God,” tells us that He is and that they are. Therefore, 
they have life after death; there is an afterlife; they are living in the time of Moses many years 
after they died! The covenant keeping God is God of the living and not of the dead. 
 3) Wholeness of life 
 As persons, the patriarchs live, but they do not live. They live with God but their bodies 
remain buried in the grave. The fact that they died but live promises resurrection life. It makes 
this promise because for them to live by the faithful power of the God of the covenant must entail 
that they live in the wholeness of their beings as human persons. To live in wholeness means to 
live body and soul. A living human being (man) is a material-immaterial unit; he is an ensouled 
body or an embodied soul: then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature (Gen. 2.7). Man is first the lifeless body that 
God formed from the dust. Then, he becomes a living soul (translated “living creature” in the 
ESV). Man, the body, became man the living soul. The body has no life without the breath of life 
that makes man a living soul, but neither is there life in its fullness for the soul without the body 
because the body is the man. Man is the body of dust that became a living soul. To identify 
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yourself, you do not say, “I am over here within this body.” You point at your body and say, 
“Here I am.” 
 Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob continue to live beyond the grave because God is their God 
and He is the covenant-keeping God of the living as the living God. Therefore, the life they now 
have must be incomplete, abnormal, and unnatural because only part of what makes them human 
is alive. The rest they left behind in their graves. Therefore, the resurrection is a certainty and 
they will have a place in it because the Almighty God of power is the faithful God of the 
covenant. His power and promise keeping combine with the body/soul nature of man to establish 
the resurrection as a foundational fact.  
 
2A. Going beyond the foundational fact of the resurrection 
 Now how can you go beyond the fact to maturity of understanding for righteous living? 
How can you advance to a skillful use of the word of righteousness (Heb. 5.13)? How can you do 
so with regard to such an incredible teaching as this: the resurrection of the dead? 
 If you take your cue from your Lord, then the way forward will involve meditation on the 
power of God and the covenant faithfulness of God to you in the wholeness of what makes you, 
you, body and soul. The following are some practical ways do this by reflection on the meaning 
of resurrection by the Almighty promise keeping God to man in the wholeness of his being.  
 1B. Resurrection means that you will never die 
 Jesus stated this truth powerfully in His words to Martha: 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?" (Jn.11. 25-26). How can both these things be true, 
namely, that the believer may “die yet live” (11.25) and “never die” (11.26)? They are true 
because Jesus is the resurrection and the life. He is the covenant keeping accomplishment of 
redemption by His death and resurrection in order to give life, resurrection eternal life to sinners 
perishing in the fall. The covenant keeping Almighty is incarnate in Christ.  
 1) Therefore, you shall never die 
 You who on Jesus have leaned for repose shall never be forsaken by God to your foes, 
not even to the great and apparently unbeatable foe of death. The grim reaper may never lay 
down his sickle, but it is ineffective against the people of Christ. The grim reaper’s sickle can 
reach no farther than the body, so, if it cuts a believer down physically, he does not die, but 
enters alive into the presence of God. Granted, without the body, your life with God will be 
unnatural and incomplete, but still to be away from the body is to be present with the Lord: 8 Yes, 
we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  9 So whether we are at 
home or away, we make it our aim to please him (2 Cor. 5.8-9).  
 2) Therefore, you may die but you shall live 
 You who believe in Christ as the resurrection and the life, may die and have your body 
buried in the earth. But you shall live because He secured your resurrection from the dead by His 
resurrection from the dead. He is the first fruit that is the guarantee of your resurrection: 21 For as 
by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive.  23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ 
(1 Cor. 15.21-23). 
 2B. Resurrection means that you will have a new body 
 Some may ask about the body in the resurrection given that people have been cremated, 
devoured by animals, and decomposed from dust to dust. You cannot embrace this astounding 
promise if you do not absorb the fact that it all rests in the power of God. The Creator is able to 
reconstitute each body that died. Just look at the flower that withers and dies, goes into the 
ground, and then returns with a new body. Moreover, you cannot embrace the astounding 
promise of resurrection if you do not absorb the fact that everything rests in the covenant keeping 
faithfulness of the living God who is God of the living. He has the ability and the will to do us 
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the greatest good in this aspect of our being, physically, as in the things of the spirit. This is a 
great comfort to us in our aging, dying, and death in a fallen world. 10 But if Christ is in you, although 
the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his 
Spirit who dwells in you (Rom.8.10-11). Therefore, you can trust the Lord regarding the body that He 
will raise with newness associated with the imperishable.  

35 But someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?" 36 You foolish 
person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And what you sow is not the body that is to be, 
but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to 
each kind of seed its own body. 39 For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for 
animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 40 There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory 
of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. 41 There is one glory of the sun, and 
another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 42 So is it with the 
resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable (1 Cor.15.35-42). 

The fact is that the covenant is personal, of persons, of persons in their wholeness! This is what 
Jesus secured for His covenant people, for you. He secured resurrection life that involves God as 
your God in covenant faithfulness that abides; that includes His power as living God and God of 
the living in personal relationship. Thus, He is not God of the dead (that would be impersonal in 
total).  
 3B. Resurrection means you presently share in Christ’s resurrection 
 As you shared in His death, likewise, you share in His resurrection.  Accordingly, Paul 
commands you to set your mind in meditation on these things: If then you have been raised with Christ, 
seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  2 Set your minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on earth.  3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4 When Christ 
who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory (Col. 3.1-4). Through this text, Jesus exhorts 
you to think in a heavenly-minded way and to ponder the coming glory for living in the present. 
 This means that you are now in spiritual warfare, in a war in which you are to fight with 
sin in your members to the death. However, this is hopeful work on the battlefield, and it has the 
goal of maturity in righteousness. Notice how Paul connects our resurrection relationship with 
Christ to the putting off and putting of the heavenly-minded life: 5 Put to death therefore what is earthly 
in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  6 On account of these the 
wrath of God is coming.  7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them.  8 But now you must put them all 
away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth.  9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you 
have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after 
the image of its creator (Col. 3.5-10).  
 A point of significance that we should not see dimly as from a distance is the fact that 
Christ was not resurrected alone. The fact is that His covenant people died with Him and were 
raised with Him for newness of life: you have been raised with Christ (Col. 3.1). If that is the case for 
you, then you have the hope filled work of righteous living in front of you. Why is this so? It is 
so because you died with Him in His death and have been raised with Him to newness of life by 
the power of the glory of God at work in you. That means that you are to be what you are. To 
bring in an analogy from Hebrews, you are to possess your possessions in the heavenly Canaan 
to which God brought you in Christ. The possessions are yours; they belong to you, but you must 
lay hold of them by work, effort, battle like Joshua and His army in the earthly Canaan.  
  4B. Resurrection means that your work is not in vain 
 In the Lord, your work in life, your very life, is not spent in vain. 
 Your works follow you. Your service to God is not just for this life but also for the next 
in bringing praise to your loving Lord. 

1 Corinthians 15:51-58  51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  
52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and 
this mortal body must put on immortality.  54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal 
puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  55 
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"O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"  56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of 
sin is the law.  57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  58 Therefore, 
my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the 
Lord your labor is not in vain (1Cor. 15.51-58).  

This hope pertains to those who are in Christ. All in Christ will be made alive in contrast to how 
all in Adam died (1 Cor. 15.22).  
 Therefore, apply this reality to your work on earth. Work with a spring in your step for 
the glory of God and to please the Lord since nothing you do is for naught. Everything you do 
has value; nothing you do is in vain because, in the end, the great enemy, death, has no final 
victory over you in Christ. The sting of death is sin, but the death and resurrection of Christ 
conquered both sin and death. As a sure result, you are bound for the glory of the resurrection. 
Therefore, you have encouragement to work hard at whatever you do in the remaining days of 
your time on earth. By this kind of hard work, you go beyond resurrection as a foundational fact 
to maturity for righteousness of life.  
  

Let us fall down before the majesty of our God in humble acknowledgement of ours sins and the 
impact of sin on our bodies in the fall; may we learn how to thank and praise Him for His covenant 
faithfulness and His marvelous promise of resurrection life that will bring to us a newness and 
freshness like the beautiful flowers of spring. To Him be all glory now and forever more, amen.  


