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Hebrews 8:1-13  Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,  2 a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the 
Lord set up, not man.  3 For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for 
this priest also to have something to offer.  4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since 
there are priests who offer gifts according to the law.  5 They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. 
For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, "See that you make everything 
according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain."  6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry 
that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better 
promises.   

Introduction 
 We have been following the flow of thought in the book of Hebrews. Along the way, we 
have noticed the use of the word better. (Hebrews 6:9, Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, 
beloved, we feel sure of better things- things that belong to salvation; Hebrews 7:19; for the law made 
nothing perfect; but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God; 
Hebrews 7:22, This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant). We who are beloved of the 
Lord and who show it in humble obedience have better things than the cursing and judgment of 
God’s law. Therefore, we have a better hope than what the law could ever give because Jesus is 
the guarantor of a better covenant. On this basis, we concluded last time that Jesus is a perfect 
Savior. Now, the writer turns our attention to the work of Jesus as a high priest. The question 
here is “What kind of priestly work does He have?” The answer is our title: “Jesus has a more 
excellent ministry.” Our text is Hebrews 8.1-6a, and the outline has the following parts that 
expand on the excellence of His ministry: He serves as Sabbath king, He serves with an offering, 
and He serves in heaven.  
  
1A. Jesus serves as Sabbath king 
 In 8.1-6, the writer gives a summary of his teaching thus far. Typically, he also advances 
the teaching. Thus, the summary is like a squeezed accordion; then more teaching comes when 
the accordion opens. As we have seen before, He consolidates; then he expands. Accordingly, he 
speaks of his core emphasis when he says, “Now the point in what we are saying is this” (8.1a). The main 
point has to do with the kind of priest that we have: we have such a high priest (8.1b). 
 Last time we noted that concentration was on the one who is our great high priest and so 
we stressed the things that make Him our perfect Savior (Hebrews 7:26-28  26 For it was indeed fitting that 
we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.  
27 He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the 
people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself.  28 For the law appoints men in their weakness as high 
priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever). 
There, such a high priest” lead to a discussion of who He is and what He is like: He is holy, 
guiltless, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. Who He is and what 
He is like are the things that make Him perfect as a Savior. He is able to save to the uttermost, 
that is, comprehensively for all time and through all circumstances. In contrast, here, “such a 
priest” (8.1b) refers to the definitive nature of His work as high priest. Now the emphasis is on 
His work instead of His person (on the work this person does). 
 In one word, His work is that of service. Thus, we note first, that Jesus serves as Sabbath 
King. He is exalted as Sabbath King as a minister in the holy of holies, in the heavenly 
sanctuary: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,  2 a 
minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man (8.1b-2). 
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 The point that He sits at the right hand of the throne does not detract from the fact that the 
Father gave Him a throne in His exaltation: (Hebrews 1:7-9   7 Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels 
winds, and his ministers a flame of fire."  8 But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter 
of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.  9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, 
your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions"). It all began with the 
resurrection, which was the day of His begetting: (Hebrews 1:5   5 For to which of the angels did God ever 
say, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son"?). 
Without question, there is nothing here about a beginning to Jesus’ existence as if He were the 
greatest created being, as taught by some. This begetting took place on resurrection day, the very 
day that He inaugurated His Lordship over all of creation. The official enthronement took place 
after the ascension. Thus, He became the forerunner into the heavenly Sabbath rest when He sat 
down on the throne of the heavens and propped His feet on earth as His footstool (cf. Gen. 2.1-3; 
Isa. 66.1-2 & Heb. 4 regarding our journey through the wilderness to heavenly Canaan rest). 
 Although Jesus became universal sovereign Lord of all by the resurrection, there is a 
remarkable corollary to His enthronement as king. He not only rules in a royal rest as Sabbath 
king, He also ministers as our high priest. He is therefore our forerunner into the presence of God 
since He serves in the true tabernacle: a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not 
man (8.2). You will recall that Jesus has gone ahead of us blazing a trail for us into the inner 
place behind the curtain having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 6.20). It is 
almost unspeakable to talk about our Lord as a lowly servant. Like Melchizedek, the true king of 
righteousness and of peace serves by spreading bread and wine before us. It is Jesus who crawled 
around on the floor in the Upper Room in order to wash the feet of the disciples. This is part of 
the greater excellence of His ministry over all other priests: the sovereign king is a lowly servant.  
       
2A. He serves with an offering 
 For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to have 
something to offer (8.3). The writer wants us to note that Jesus does what all high priests do. The 
central and primary function of a high priest is to offer gifts and sacrifices. Since Jesus is a duly 
appointed high priest, then it is necessary for Him to have something to offer. Before we say 
anything more, we should stop and ponder what it is that leaps from this verse in bold print, even 
though it is not explicitly stated. We should spend some time reflecting on the amazing fact that 
Jesus is not only the perfect priest (the offerer), but He is also the perfect sacrifice (the offering). 
It is the astounding fact of His ministry that He offered Himself up to God a sacrifice in the 
suffering of death. Listen to His priestly prayer in John 17 in this light. By these words, Jesus 
offers Himself to the cross for the people God gave Him in the eternal covenant of redemption:  

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, "Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you,  2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give 
eternal life to all whom you have given him.  3 And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave 
me to do.  5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the 
world existed.  6 "I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they 
were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.  7 Now they know that everything that you have 
given me is from you.  8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and 
have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.  9 I am praying for 
them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours.  10 All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them.  11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you (Jn. 17.1-11a, Jesus prays for the church represented in nuclear 
form in the apostles; for the church He presents Himself to the dark hour of the cross). 

It is fitting for our need that Jesus serves God and us there in the true sanctuary. His service to 
God and to us merges in His role of high priest and mediator in fulfillment of the eternal 
covenant. He serves God as the obedient Son and thus with covenant obedience. Then, in 
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covenant obedience, He bears the punishment of our sins in His own body on the tree. It is His 
work alone that saves and not what my hands have done.  
 Not what my hands have done can save my guilty soul 
 Not what my toiling flesh has borne can make my spirit whole 
 Not what I feel or do can give me peace with God 
 Not all my prayers and sighs and tears can bear my awful load 
 
 Thy work alone o Christ, can ease this weight of sin 
 They blood alone o Lamb of God can give me peace within 
 They love to me o God not mine o Lord to thee 
 Can rid me of this dark unrest and set my spirit free 
 
 I bless the Christ of God I rest on love divine 
 And with unfalt’ring lip and heart I call this savior mine 
 His cross dispels each doubt I bury in his tomb 
 Each thought of unbelief and fear each ling’ring shade of gloom 
Thus, we can sing, “five bleeding wounds he bears…they pour effectual prayers…forgive they 
cry, do not let that ransomed sinner die!” 
 
3A. He serves in heaven 
 Interestingly, the pastor to the Hebrews directs our attention to the fact that Jesus could 
not fulfill the appointed role that God gave Him in the eternal covenant if He entered the 
sanctuary on earth rather than in heaven. As a matter of fact, if He were serving on earth, He 
would not be a priest in the first place (4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are 
priests who offer gifts according to the law). That is so because there are priests there who offer gifts 
according to the law, but He is not one of them because He does not qualify according to the law 
(He is not in the lineage of Levi, the priestly line of descent; He is a descendant from Judah, the 
kingly line of descent, Heb. 7.14). Thus, His priesthood is after the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 
7.15).  
 Although Jesus is excluded from serving in the old earthly tabernacle, He still has a better 
ministry. This fact can be seen clearly by means of the contrast that exists between His ministry 
in the heavenly sanctuary and their ministry on earth. They did their work as servants of a copy 
and shadow of the heavenly reality (They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, 8.5a). Thus, 
what they did is understandably inferior to the work of Christ, but it was inferior as pre-
figuration and thus as OT gospel.  
 Proof that the Levitical priests served a copy and shadow is in the instruction to Moses 
when he was about to erect the tent in the wilderness. God said to him: "See that you make everything 
according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain" (8.5b). Is this saying that the pattern Moses 
was to follow was a blue print written by God on stone? No, instead, the blue print Moses had 
was derived from the heavenly sanctuary. That is the case because it copied the heavenly holy of 
holies. Therefore, the tabernacle in the wilderness got its design from the purpose God had with 
regard to the heavenly sanctuary where Jesus now ministers. Pointedly, the earthly Mosaic forms 
were copies of the heavenly reality. 
 Jesus cannot serve in the earthly tabernacle but He does serve in what it pointed to, the 
heavenly tabernacle. 
 Thus, even though Jesus could not serve in the earthly, He does serve in the reality that 
the earthly pointed to and got its design from. So, the ministry of Christ is much more excellent 
than the old, as reality is far better than that which is a shadow of it ( 6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a 
ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better 
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promises). His is a better covenant. We noted this shadow to reality earlier (cf. the difference 
between a shadow of bread and real bread in relation to hungry people). Paul also speaks of 
shadow and reality in Colossians 2.17 where he says that various feasts, new moons, and 
Sabbaths of the OT were shadows that pointed ahead to the reality that is Christ: These are a shadow 
of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. Therefore, His is a more excellent ministry, 
more excellent that all OT ministries.  
 
Conclusions 
 1) Because your Sabbath king serves you, then you ought to serve others 
 He is the example and we are to follow in His steps. If He stooped from glory to serve 
you by His death, resurrection, and enthronement as a priestly king, then how much more ought 
you to aim at a life of service to Him and to His brothers and sisters in the church family.  
 Perhaps, one way to think this through is to make it your commitment that there is not job 
too small or menial for you to take up wholeheartedly. You ponder the condescension of your 
Lord and have to say to yourself, “I need to find ways and take up opportunities to serve others 
no matter how small or thankless the job may be.” For example, my sister-in-law, Lola asked me 
to re-caulk her shower, tub, and sink. When I was under the sink in an uncomfortable effort to 
bolt the sink to the wall, I first thought that this is a menial task, then I thought again: “this is 
serving Christ by serving Lola and nothing is small if it is done unto Christ who serves us.” 
 2) Because your great high priest gave His entire life for you, then you ought to give your 
self away to Him. He became Jacob’s ladder for you; He became the bridge between earth and 
heaven by making the offering that priests make: the offering of sacrifice for sin in the holy of 
holies. He did that for you are your forerunner and trailblazer. Therefore, it is your reasonable 
service that you present yourself to God as a living sacrifice, holy, and acceptable to Him 
through Christ.  
 Among other things this means that you not let the world squeeze you into its mold. 
Instead, you will be transformed by the renewing of your mind. You will aim anew to fulfill your 
commitment to God above all earthly things. You know that you cannot serve two masters; you 
must choose one over the other. This means that you continue to seize His kingdom and the 
righteousness of His law as something to be prized and that you give yourself away to live under 
God’s authority and not your own. You will then say, “not my will but thy will be done o Lord.” 
 3) Because your priest serves in heaven in the reality and not in the copy, then you ought 
to set your affections on things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of the majesty on 
high. What will your life look like if you set your sights on heavenly things instead of earthly 
things? Paul tells us in Colossians 3:  

5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry.  6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming.  7 In these you too once 
walked, when you were living in them.  8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, 
and obscene talk from your mouth.  9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with 
its practices  10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its 
creator.  11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; 
but Christ is all, and in all.  12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience,  13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  14 And above all these put on 
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.  16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God.  17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him (5-17). 
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Let us fall down before the majesty of Jesus our great high priest; may we acknowledge our sins to Him and by His 
Spirit may He grant us a deep grasp of what it means for Jesus to have a more excellent ministry in the presence of 
God as our loving mediator. To Him be all glory, now and forevermore, amen.  


