
6.1 The Gospel of Luke 
Introduction 
 We want to discover how Luke remembers Christ in a peculiar way in relation to the 
other Gospels. The following questions will help us make that discovery, at least in part, by 
provoking thought on some key passages and ideas.  
 
1. In light of Luke 1.1-4 and Acts 1.1-2, why is it plausible, though difficult practically speaking, 
to rearrange the NT to the following order: Matthew, Mark, John, Luke, Acts, and so forth? 
What practical considerations led to the traditional order of the NT? 

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as 
those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to 
me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught (Lk. 1.1-4) 
 
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, 
after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 To them he presented himself 
alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God (Acts 
1.1-3) 

2. What insight into the purpose of the book of Luke can we get from reflection on the opening 
words of Luke and Acts?  
 
3. What insight into the theme of the book of Luke can we get from reflection on the opening 
words of Luke and Acts?  
 
4. What is it about the genealogy of Christ (3.23-38) as to its presence in the Gospel and its 
content that guides us to a characterization of the Gospel of Luke on a par with calling Matthew 
the presentation of Christ as king and Mark the presentation of Christ as servant (calling Luke 
the presentation of Christ as…)?  

23 Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age, being the son (as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of 
Heli, 24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathias, 
the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son 
of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27 the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of 
Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 28 the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 29 the 
son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon, the son of 
Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31 the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, 
the son of Nathan, the son of David, 32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Sala, the son of 
Nahshon, 33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Arni, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of 
Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, 
the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of 
Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of 
Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 38 the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 

  
5. What provisional outline can we give to the book of Luke based on the following subdivisions 
in light of its theme and purpose from the opening words of Luke and Acts (recall that time and 
location are important to theological history with an accent on history in an apologetic way)? Fill 
in the blanks after the verse divisions. 
 1.1-4.13  
 (content: prophecy of the births of John and Jesus, Mary’s song of praise, birth of John, 
Zechariah’s prophecy, birth of Jesus, Shepherds and angels, presentation of Jesus at the temple, 
circumcision of Jesus, prophecy of Simeon, the twelve year old Jesus in the temple, John begins 
his preaching, baptism and genealogy of Jesus, and the temptation of Jesus)    
 4.14-9.50  
 (transition verse, 4.14, 13 And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time. 14 
And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out through all the surrounding country) 
 9.51-19.27  
 (transition verse, 9.51, When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem)  
 19.28-24.51 



 2
 (transition verse, 19.28, 28 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When he 
drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, "Go into the village in 
front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here) 
 24.52-53 
 (transition verse, 24.52, 50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he 
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God) 
 
5. How does the way Luke presents Christ in the genealogy and in the following passages help us 
refine the theme and, to that degree, the outline of the Gospel? 

Mary’s praise: He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he spoke to our fathers, to 
Abraham and to his offspring forever (1.54-55) 
 
Simeon’s prophecy: Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his 
arms and blessed God and said, 29 "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for 
my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel." 33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 
and for a sign that is opposed (2.25-34) 

  
Our risen Lord’s commission: 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, "Thus it 
is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem (24.45-47) 

 
6. According to Gromacki (NT Survey, 115), Luke has twenty-two parables in his Gospel and 
seventeen of them are not in the other Gospels, but are unique to his narrative. One example is 
the parable of the prodigal son. Q: how does the parable of the prodigal son nuance (confirm, 
develop) the theme of the Gospel of Luke? 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, 
saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them." 3 So he told them this parable: 4 "What man of you, having a 
hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is 
lost, until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he 
calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.' 
 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 
who need no repentance. 8 "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and 
sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and 
neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents." 11 And he said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of 
them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.' And he divided his property between 
them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, 
and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his 
fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 17 "But 
when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here 
with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants."' 20 And he arose and came to his 
father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed 
him. 21 And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.' 22 But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, 
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to celebrate. 25 "Now his older son was in the field, and as he 
came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these 
things meant. 27 And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has 
received him back safe and sound.' 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 
 29 but he answered his father, 'Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you 
never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured 
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!' 31 And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and 
all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, 
and is found.'" 
 


