Introduction to the Survey of the A d Testanent

1A. A Reading Chronol ogy (or a reading pattern)

It is easy to renenber the four topical divisions of the O that we have
inherited fromthe LXX: |law, history, poetry, and prophecy (the LXX is the
Septuagint, a Greek translation of the OT compiled by Jews in Egypt between
250 and 100 B.C.).

The | aw of course refers to the five books of Mses, also called the
Pent at euch. History references Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings,
Chroni cl es, Ezra-Nehem ah, and Esther. The poetic books are Job, Psal s,
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs. Prophecy is divided into najor and
m nor prophets. Fromthis base, it is a quick step to nenorizing the books of
the OT in order as we have themin our English Bibles.

More inmportant than nenorizing the books of the Bible is a working
know edge of the historical context of each book that paves the way for
intelligent reading in the broadest sense. This involves an understandi ng of
the rel ati onship between the books of the OI. Ildeally, a chronol ogica
rel ati onship, one that is different fromthe arrangenent descended fromthe
LXX, woul d give us the broad context that would helpfully cue us in as
readers.

But there are problens here with an exact chronol ogi cal relationship.

1) We have difficulty determning the date of witing and the authorship
of some books (Who wote the book of Job? Wio wote Chronicles?).

2) Some books develop a history that is early though the witten account
is much later. For exanple, the character Job lives in patriarchial tines but
sonme things indicate that the author lived during the days of the Israelite
ki ngdom ot her things argue a much earlier date of conposition (D llard, 201).
Simlarly, the witer/narrator of Chronicles lived after 539 while nost of his
narrative took place before 586. Notably, Chronicles could be covered with
Samuel and Kings per the parallel sections, but it mght be best covered in
the post-exilic period (after 539) to give another |ook at the Kingdomfroma
post-exilic perspective.

3) Books that are extensively or fully historical are not classified
with the historical books (as the five books of Mdses).

4) The order of the mnor prophets is clearly out of historical sequence
whil e nmost of themexplicitely date their prophecies and thus cue us in
historically. Still sone cannot be precisely dated.

5 It is difficult, if not inmpossible, to diverge fromthe force of
| ong established habit (of reading the OT in the pattern of our English
Bi bl es: law, history, poetry, and prophecy).

We cannot give a sinple historical chronology for the OF but we can give
an arrangenent for reading purposes that takes the following principle into
account: W can place the books into the history of the OI by their
hi storical content rather than by date of witing (Job with Genesis; the
prophets by the tine they say they prophesied regardl ess as to when they were
actually witten).

Wthin the above constraint and with sone | oose ends, a rough and ready
chronol ogi cal unfol ding of the contents of the books of the OT can be
constructed as an arrangenent for intelligent reading in broad historica
cont ext .

The foll owi ng arrangenent can serve as the precise order in which we
read or it can serve as a contextual guide if we read in the established order
of our English Bibles. As a contextual guide, we can refer to this arrangenent
as an aid in historically |ocating the book we are readi ng.

2A. A franmework for the reading pattern
We can put the arragenent for readi ng purposes into the framework of a
brief 8-part sketch of OT history:

EARLY BEG NNI NGS TO MOSES

MOSES TO JOSHUA

JOSHUA TO THE MONARCHY

MONARCHY (Saul , David, Solonpn) TO THE DI VI DED Kl NGDOM
Dl VI DED KI NGDOM TO ASSYRI AN EXI LE I N 722

JUDAI C KI NGDOM TO THE BABYLONI AN EXI LE I N 586

BABYLONI AN EXI LE TO THE RETURN I N 539

RETURN TO THE END OF THE OLD TESTAMENT (539-)



3A. The reading pattern coordinated with the 8-part sketch of OT history

EARLY BEG NNI NGS TO MOSES
CGenesi s
Job

MOSES TO JGOSHUA
Exodus
Leviticus
Nunber s
Deut er onony

JOSHUA TO THE MONARCHY
Joshua
Judges
Rut h
1 Sanuel 1-8

MONARCHY (Saul , David, Solonon) TO THE DI VI DED KI NGDOM

1 Sa 9.1-2 Sato 1 Ki 11.43 [Saul, David, Sol onon]
1 Chronicles [life and death of David]
2 Chronicles 1-9 [life and death of Sol onon]
Psal s
Prover bs
Eccl esi ast es
Song of Songs

Dl VI DED KI NGDOM TO ASSYRI AN EXI LE I N 722 (931-722, Merrill, HSOT, 29)
1 Kings 12-2 Kings 17
2 Chronicles 10-28

AnoSs

Jonah

| sai ah

Hosea

M cah

JUDAI C KI NGDOM TO THE BABYLONI AN EXI LE I N 586 (722-586)
2 Kings 18-25
2 Chronicles 29-36
Joel
Nahum
Zephani ah
Habbakuk
Jerem ah

BABYLONI AN EXI LE TO THE RETURN I N 539 (586-539)
Dani el
Cbadi ah
Lanent ati ons
Ezeki el

RETURN TO THE END OF THE OLD TESTAMENT (539-)
Chronicles (1 & 2, a postexilic unit)
Ezr a- Neheni ah
Hagga
Zechari ah
Est her
Mal achi

For exanple: Isaiah, Jerem ah, Ezekiel, Daniel

Fromthis arrangenent, |saiah prophesies before the Assyrian Exile.
Jeren ah prophesies after the Assyrian Exile and before the Babyl onian Exile.
Ezeki el and Daniel give their prophecies during the Babyl onian Exile before
the return




4A. The brief sketch of OT history visualized

1 Creation
2 Fall
3 Flood
4  Abraham
5 lsaac
6 Jacob
7 The Twel ve
8 Egypt 14 Assyrian
9 Mbdses Captivity
10 Joshua 722
11 Judges |
I
[ ]| | 17 Return
| 539
12 Monarchy | 15 Judai ¢ Kgm

a Saul ([

b David

¢ Sol onon 16 Babyl oni an

Captivity
13 Divided Ki ngdom 586

4A. Thene

The theme of the OT is the covenant giving and keeping action of the
Creator on behalf of man H s i nage bearer through which He is working out His
purposes for H's own glory in historical stages that display H s |ove, w sdom
goodness, justice, grace and mercy.

In one word, “promise” summarizes Genesis to Malachi. In the idea of
covenant - proni se the diverse OT el enents of hope all conme together (such as
the anticipation of Messiah, the conmi ng of the kingdom the comng of a new
day) .

Thi s theme statenent goes against the grain of many scholars who cl ai m
that it is inmpossible to accurately forrmulate a single thene of the OT that
takes in its rich diversity. The basis for this theme statenent includes sone
key NT texts and this may be why many object (they oppose or neglect reading
the OT as Christians in light of the coming of Christ). Sone key NT texts are:

Luke 22.20 the new covenant now i nplying the old covenant anticipation

Hebrews 13.20 the eternal covenant indicating what old & new realize

Hebrews 4.1-4 promise fromthe beginning is realized through history

Suggest ed Readi ng
1 Corinthians 10.1-13
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