The Single Judaic Kingdom (2 Kings 18:13-25:30)

I nt roduction

The single Judaic kingdomrefers to the period from 722-586, from
Hezeki ah to Zedeki ah, after the northern ki ngdom had been denvolished by the
Assryians and up to the time of Babylonian captivity.

1A. Qutline (by main characters)

1B. Hezeki ah 2 Kgs. 18:13-20:20
Interaction with Assyria 18:13-19: 37
Extention of the king's life 20:1-11
Communi cation with Babyl on 20: 12- 20

2B. Manasseh and great evil 21

3B. Josiah, an especially good king 22-23
Covenant Renewal 22-23:25
Egypti an Oppression 23: 26- 37

4B. Nebuchadnezzar 24-25

2A. Highlights

1B. The extention of Hezekiah's life (20:1-11)

VWhat is the reason Hezekiah is healed? It is "for my sake and for the
sake of ny servant David" (v. 6); again, the covenant principle is re-
iterated.

VWhat happened?

VWhat is involved in the sign of the shadow? On the surface, it
appears to be a reversal of solar tinme. As the day progresses and the sun
casts a shadow over the staircase. In the passing of tinme, the shadow wil|
nove down the steps. For it to nove up the steps, the novenent rel ationship
between the sun and the earth woul d have to be reversed. Either the earth's
rotation on a line fromthe sun stops and reverses, or the position of the sun
relative to the earth had to be altered (in effect, sone nassive shift in the
sol ar system woul d have taken pl ace).

O, the relation of the sun's rays to the bl ocking object that results
in the shadow on the stairs is altered by God so that the rays penetrate the
obj ect | eaving no shadow, or the light is caused to travel around the bl ocking
object. Some miracle is evident that altered the | aw structure of the created
order.

Wy this sign?

The Lord chose to give this particular sign to confirmhis prom se.
This shows that He is Lord of heaven and earth, the Creator of Genesis 1-2,
who formed man's body fromthe dust of the ground. Thus he that forned
the eye, can he not see; he that fornmed the body, can he not
heal ? This tells us that the restoration pronmised fromthe effects of the
fall with damage and death to the body includes the saving of the whole nman
body and soul as part of God's restoration of all the effects of sin on the
entire creation.

2B. The good ki ng Josi ah

Summary (22:2).

Repairing the tenmple (22:3-6).

Fi ndi ng the book of the |aw (22:8)

H s response (22:11-13)

The Lord's prom se to Josiah (22:16-20)

Covenant renewal (23:1-3)

Cl eansing the land of false worship (23:4; 14-15)

Passover cel ebration (23:21-23)

Judgment will still fall (23:25-27)

Josiah is killed (23:29-30)

Josi ah was the | ast good king of Judah. He renewed covenant to God,
snmashed the shrines of idol worship in the land (2Ki 23:14-15) and is highly
honored but the sins of Judah enbodied in the evil of the former king Manasseh
would yield a bitter fruit (2K 23:25-26).

Josiah died in battle near Mgiddo agai nst Egypt in 609 when the
Egyptian arny noved North toward Haran to assist the failing Assyrians. The
Egyptian seige of Haran failed and the Euphrates River becane the boundary
bet ween Babyl on and Egypt (2Ki 23:29).

Egypt then dom nated Pal estine, deposed Jehoahaz after three nonths of
rul e, and nade Judah a vassal state, and appoi nted Jehoi aki mking in Jerusal em
(2Ki 23:31-35).

3B. Nebuchadnezzar



At Cachem sh on the Euphrates West of Haran, the Babyl oni ans gave a
maj or defeat to Egypt (605) and pushed the Egyptian arny out of Palestine
(fromthe Euphrates to the Brook of Egypt and Jehoi aki m becane a vassal king
to the fanpbus Nebuchadnezzar (2Ki 24:1a, 7).

Dani el was taken at this tinme to Babylon

Jehoi aki m rebel | ed agai nst Babyl on after three years. For his el even
years of rule (2ki 23:36), three involved vassal age to Egypt, three to
Babyl on, and five remaining years of turnoil fromvarious raiders (2K 24: 2).
He is noted for his conflicts with Jerem ah (10T 305).

VWhen Jehoi akimdied in 597 and was succeeded by his son Jehoi achin
Nebuchadnezzar besi eged Jerusal em and Jehoi achi n surrendered and was taken to
Babyl on (2Ki 24:12, 15) for 37 years of inprisonnent.

Nebuchadnezzar made Jehoi achin's uncle king of Judah calling him
Zedeki ah (24:17). Zedeki ah al so rebell ed against the king of Babylon. So in
his ninth to eleventh years Jerusal em was under seige by Nebuchadnezzar. In
586, Zedeki ah was captured, his sons were killed before his eyes, he was
bl i nded and shackl ed for Babylon. The tenple was destroyed along with the
city walls as the people were taken into exile (2Ki 25:9-11) by the hand of
God being "thrust fromhis presence” (2Ki 24:20).

"So Judah went into captivity, away from her land" (2 Kgs. 25:21).
Nebuchadnezzar appoi nted Gedal i ah as a puppet ruler who was | ater
assassi nated. Because of this assassination many people fled to Egypt taking

Jerem ah along with them

Summary

Judah 3 years under Egypt (roughly 609/608-605, 23:31-35)

Judah a 3 year vassal state to Babylon (24:1; roughly 605-602)

Judah independent for 5 years (601-597; 24:1, Jehoi akimrebelled for the
last 5 years of his reign, which was 11 total, 23:36. H's son,
Jehoi achin inherited Babylon's wath and after 3 nonths was exil ed
to prison in Babylon; 24:10-12. Then Zedeki ah was made king by
Nebuchadnezzar, 24:17).

Vassal again to Babylon until Zedekiah's 9th year (597-588).

Jerusal em under siege for 3 years (588-586) 25:1, 6-7

Thus the Babyl onian captivity begins in 605 and has phases with
rebellion in Judah until the out and out destruction of Jerusalemin 586.
Dani el was taken in 605, other exiles in 597 (24:14) and 586 (25:1ff).

Jehoi achin had reigned in Judah for three nonths when he was exiled to
Babyl on. He was inprisoned for 37 years when he was rel eased by the king at
that time, Evil-Merodach, and given royal privileges (25:22-30). This is a
hint that the last chapter of the exile has begun

4A. Thenme (of the Judaic Kingdom 2 Kgs 18-25)

The evil under Manasseh outwei ghs the good under Hezeki ah and Josi ah
bringi ng exile under Nebuchadnezzar yet a glinmrer of hope shines in the
rel ease of Jehoi achin.

5A. The nessage for those in exile

VWhat nessage was needed by Israel in exile? Wuld it not center in the
prom ses of God, expecially his promse of a land, a place of worship (Zon),
and an enduring Davidic dynasty? The angle of concern could tilt in the
direction of questioning the faithful ness of God because of the captivity of
Judah.

Dillard and Longman state that "The witer of Kings sets out to explain
the Exile and the destruction of Judah in a way that would rescue the faith of
the people" (161)in which it is thought that God failed to keep H's word or He
is shown to be weak.

How does the book rescue faith?

1) There is no failure on God's part. Instead God has confirmed "his
hol i ness by judging the nation for its transgressions" (161).

The sins of the nation are docunented agai nst the backdrop of the
requirenents of God's law. The |law of God is again el evated.

The key is that both kingdons failed to worship exclusively at the
temple in Jerusalemas CGod required (Deut. 12:1-14). See the tables in IOT
162-163 for violations of both North and South. The kings by and large failed
to walk in the ways of the Lord.

Propheti c Forewarni ng: The prophets testified agai nst a di sobedi ent
ki ngshi p and people. Thus Judah's destruction was forewarned by the prophets
(2 Kings 24:2) as we have seen in Anps, |saiah, Hosea and M cah who al
docunented the sins of the people both north and south and prophesi ed coni ng
j udgrent .



3
The curses of a broken relationship with God came upon the di sobedi ent
nati on as Moses had foretold (Deut. 28).

2) The Exile did not show a lack in God's power. Instead, the opposite
was shown: the Exile "was proof that he was ruling over history and the the
arm es of Babylon were sinply doing his bidding" (IOT 161). So, 2 Kings
21:12-15.

3) Muted Hope

Thus, the book ends with "rmuted hope" (2 Kings 25:27-30,10T 165).
Jehoi achin continues the Davidic dynasty; his treatnent signals a subtle
ki ndness from God in captivity.

Al so, the reason for the captivity and its dynanmic as a
mani festation of the power and holiness of God reveal the God of the covenant
as able to bring his purposes to pass in history through very unexpected ways
and neans.

Agai n, though di sobedi ence brings judgnent consequences, we note that
God is keeping his word in these very curses. This informs us that he will do
all that he plans regarding his fallen i mage bearers on the earth. For Mses
al so spoke of a return (Deut. 30:1-4 via repentance, v. 2 which is via God's
work in their hearts v.5).

6A. Message for us

1B. Chall enge: acknow edge the sovereignty of God

We nust acknowl edge the sovereignty of God. Note God's free purposes
with long life given to wi cked Manasseh and short |ife given to good Josiah
(LaSor 285). Young Josiah and old Manasseh testify to our inability to grasp
the ways of God. He does what is right; he is good, yet the w cked often
prosper. W can't explain. W nust acknow edge it and submit ourselves to our
Fat her knowi ng his |ove and wi sdom and the freedom of H s purposes that He is
acconpl i shing in history.

2B. Take confort in the Al mghty Father

The | ord of heaven and earth, of the dust and the human body, will bring
us on finally to the end of history and to the realization of H s glorious
purpose. See the lilies, you will be clothed in nore splendor than any King

of Judah!



