CGenesi s
I nt roduction

Name is fromLXX (2:4a). Thus, the word is related nore to
generations (“what came forth fronf rather than “begi nnings of”). But our
usual neaning for "genesis" reflects the Hebrew nanme of the book taken from
t he opening words, "in the beginning."

The tine frame is inmensely long fromthe distant past of creation to
Abraham and fam|ly. The novenment or tenpo of the story |ine begins
deli berately with CGenesis one, travels rapidly through nmillennia to Abraham
then slows down (10T 37) with regard to the main characters.

Genre: God is using human authors in particular times and places and
thus within a literary tradition (which they nmay stretch but do not break, 10T
30) to record and interpret His intervention, H's acts, in history. Actua
history is being recounted in the literary art form of theol ogical narrative
to selectively convey a nessage from God

1A. Structure
There are two basic ways to viewthe literary structure of the book
1B. By content, we get a twofold structure in which each begins with
creation (thus, two beginnings: of the world, 1-11; of Israel, 12-50).

2B. The toledoth formla (rﬁg?ﬁn) gives 10 episodes. This is a

reading cue or a "trigger to reading strategy" which signals to the reader as
to how he shoul d take the nmessage (1OT 30-31).

2A. Main characters

The main characters are not those listed on the I eft bel ow The
tol edoth points to “what cane forth from the persons nentioned (and
personified, as in the case of heaven & earth, 2.4).

Cenerations of (Tol edoth) Cont ent
2.4 Heavens and earth Adam and Eve, and the Fal
51 Adam Descendents to Noah & Escal ation of sin
6.9 Noah Noah, the Fl ood judgnent, and grace
10.1 Shem Ham Japeth Descendents, distribution of the nations
11.10 Shem Descendents to the birth of Abraham
11. 27 Terah Li fe of Abraham
25.12 | shmmel Descendent s
25.19 Isaac Life of Jacob
36.1,9 Esau Descendent s
37.2 Jacob Life of Joseph

3A. Theol ogi cal themes (How do the characters and themes natch?)
Per the main characters, the followi ng themes energe: the fall of nman
into sin, judgnment, justification by faith, sovereign grace, and providence.

4A. What comes before the tol edoths?

The prol ogue (1.1-2.3) cones before the ten episodes. It introduces
t he book of Genesis, the five books of Mdses, and the entire history that
prom sed a |and, took Israel into the land, took her through exile back to the
land. This is the entire OI history in a nutshell that paved the way for the
NT. So the prologue is an introduction to the Bible, to the history recorded
init and thus to redenptive history. The inmportance of the prologue is
out st andi ng.

5A. Thene (searching for a thene is good readi ng strategy)

It seems apropo to work on the theme fromthe witer's perspective
reveal ed by the toledoth pattern in relation to the prol ogue.

1B. Thene of the prol ogue

God is the main figure in the prologue (1:1-2:3) with nan in the
background (nanel ess) being created and receiving his cultural provisions and
mandate from God (1:26-30). The prol ogue gives a philosophy of history; it is
CGod's creating action in the six and one pattern of work and rest that gives a
pattern for man to i mage, and that prom ses weekly rest with God as a sign of
rest with God at the end of history. The thene is God's prom se of rest with
H m t hroughout history and finally rest with Hhmat the end of history.

2B. Thene of the ten episodes (per the six main characters)

In broad overview, we have fall and redenption. The concentration is
on initial acts of God in redeeming man fromthe effects of the fall. Thus we
have redenption fromthe fall initiated in history and focused in the famly
of Abraham who has in front of hima pronised | and though by the end of the
book his descendents are living in Egypt. The key figures are introduced, cone
to center stage than fade into the background.

1C. Adam and Eve
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The first episode of earth history tells us what cane forth fromthe
new y created heavens and earth: the fall of Adam by the assertion of autonony

(vs. submission to the authority of God). However, God pronises to bring
restoration fromthe effects of the fall through the seed of Eve (Gen. 3:15).
2C. Noah

The third main figure of the book is Noah who was delivered from an
evil generation through the flood (cf. 1 Pet 3.20-21). This section reveals
the sinfulness of man and it reveals the nercy of God who saves Noah through
the waters of judgment and promnises, with the beautiful synbol of the rai nbow,
to never flood the earth again. Note the commentary on fallen man: "Never
again will | curse the ground because of nan, even though every inclination of
his heart is evil fromchildhood" (8:21). W al so have the provision of grace
(6.8)defined by human depravity (6.5). Noah as a “righteous nman” (6:9) nust be
because of the grace that found himas a fallen sinner hinself (6.8).

3C. Abraham (taken from pagani sm Jos. 24.2)

Roughly 14 chapters treat the life of Abrahamfromhis call to his
death (11:27- 25:11). God called himand He obeyed by faith (Gen. 12.1-4; Heb.
11.8) receiving the pronmise of offspring (12:7, 2), a land (12:6-7; to your
of fspring, 15:18; to you and your descendents, 17:8), and a blessing (12:2-3).

How t hen does his life unfold? For a great portion of his life he is
childl ess and he and Sarah westle with this fact that the prom ses of God
appear to be slipping away without fulfillment. Yet Sarah is preserved from
defilement in Egypt (12:10-20), the covenant is confirned though Lot chooses
t he best portion of land (13:14-17), Abrahamis blessed by God on the
battlefield (14) and the covenant is again confirned. Abrahamtries to make
Eliezer, his trusted servant, his heir (15), and Sarah tries to make Hagar the
not her of the prom sed seed (16), but God again confirns the prom se through
the sign of circuntision (17) and through the | aughter of Sarah (18:1-15).

In the background is Lot at Sodom Abraham seeks to becone a bl essing
to the nations, but of this cones incest and the Mabites and Ammorites who
| ater plague his descendents (18:16-19-38). Has God's promni se failed?

Finally, "the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord
did for Sarah what he had promi sed" (21:1). She naned her son, Issac which
means | aught er because now her |aughter of unbelief and deception has been
graciously turned to the laughter of joy (21:6).

But the climax of the story of Abrahamis found in Genesis 22 when
Abraham is conmmanded by God to offer Isaac on the altar of sacrifice. Read out
of context, this narrative could turn one's blood to ice and God w || appear
as a deni-gog comandi ng col d bl ooded nurder of a teenager. But there is no
guestion of justice or hesitation on Abrahams part! He obeys and woul d
plunge the knife into the heart of his only bel oved son except for the
i ntervention of God and the provision of the ram

There are two inmportant points here. 1) First, we are told that this
was a test or a proving of Abraham His faith has been tried and honed over
the years waiting for the prom ses of God while wal king with God. Here the
strength of the faith God has been devel oping in Abrahamis manifested as a
| esson for us all who followin his footsteps. 2) Second, this was synbolic
showi ng that the only bel oved and true son of prom se nust but be sacrificed

in order for the nations to be blessed. This is how the new humanity will be

formed. It will be a redeened race, washed in the blood of the sacrificed son

of promise (cf. a bruised descendent, Gen. 3.15 to bless the nations, 12.3).
4C. Jacob

The generations of Isaac concentrate on the life of Jacob (25:19; as
the generations of Jacob concentrate on Joseph, 37:2).The defining nmoment in
Jacob's life takes place at Bethel. But this has a significant background.

He was chosen of God before he was born (25:23). |In spite of God's word,

| saac wanted God's blessing to fall on Esau and Rebekah schenmed with Jacob to
gain God's blessing by deceptive nmanipulation (cf. “by faith,” Heb. 11.207?).
It is God's will that is comng to pass overcom ng di sobedi ence and decepti on.
God had chosen Jacob, the sinner (and in many ways | ess |ikeable than Esau).

At Bethel, God's purpose of election regardi ng Jacob was realized for
there he nmade hinsel f known to Jacob. Also, at Bethel God confirmed H's
covenant intentions; H's purposes are being revealed to sinners in the form of
prom se. Fleeing Esau, Jacob is enroute to Haran and cones to a "certain
pl ace" to rest for the night (28:11), falls asleep on a warm stone, and dreans
of a stairway fromearth to heaven. Angels ascend and descend the stairway.
Above it is God who identifies hinmself (13a), reiterates the Abrahamc
covenant (13b, 14a, 14b), and reveals H's good will toward Jacob (15).

The | essons are: 1) redenption conmes to fleeing sinners; this place
for Jacob was his "gateway to heaven,” his entry into the house of Cod
(Bethel). He says, “I didn't know that God dwells on earth with sinners.” 2)
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Covenant fulfillment involves a process on earth in history that gradually
unfolds but all along the way there is covenant conmunion (v. 15, wherever you
go, back and forth, in and out, here and there, | amwth you and I will not
| eave you until | have done what | prom sed you).

Qur Bethel is the Lord Jesus; he is the place of the presence of Cod;
the house of God; the gate of heaven. Now the angels ascend and descend on
H mfor he is Jacob's ladder (Jn. 1:51); he is the bridge between earth and
heaven restoring fellowship with the true and |iving Cod.

God's covenant is for sinners (by grace), it is unilatera
(sovereign), progressive (historical-redenptive).

5C. Joseph

How God is working out his purposes in history through covenant
promi se and fulfillnment is classically revealed in the Joseph narrative.

In this narrative we have some of the npbst touching scenes of human
experi ence: drama, suspense, hatred, injustice, lust, deceit, w sdom
forgi veness and bursts of unparall el ed passion

In all that transpires, God is active behind the scenes. The text
contains the history through which God is carrying out H s covenant purposes
(his purpose realized through covenant prom se and fufillnent).

This account records God's control of every fact of existence, the
reality of predestination, the nystery of providence, all of which gives
per spective, hope and confort.

Joseph is sold into slavery by his jeal ous brothers. Reuben wi shed to
spare himbut he took his $40.00 and never pursued the caravan. |In Egypt,
Joseph has his ups and downs but finally becones the chief ruler under the
Pharoah as a fam ne overtakes Egypt and Canaan. The ten brothers therefore
cone to Egypt to seek grain and conme before Joseph who recogni zes t hem but
they do not recognize him He speaks to themthrough an interpreter and
probes their consciences regarding their brother "who is no nore" (42:13).

God's control of even the evil acts of nmen in order to work out his
purposes is pinpointed in two places: 1) when Joseph first reveals hinself to
his brothers (45:1-8) and 2) when Jacob died (50:19-20). Both are responses of
Joseph to the fear of his brothers in which he roots his forgiveness and | ove
in the providence of God, in God' s sovereign purposes, in God s covenant
fulfilling action.

3B. Thene of the book

How do we nove fromthe prol ogue plus episodes to a thene statenent of
the entire book? W nmust try to unbrella fromcomon el enments. Yet they are
di stinct. The episodes begin with the fall and presuppose it. There is no fal
but original design in the days of the creation account.

Cenesi s begins the realization of God' s |oving purpose for man, his
i mage bearer, working on earth in history as God worked and novi ng weekly from
work to rest ultimately to eternal sabbath rest with God. And this is in spite
of man's fall and the escalation of sin. To get to the goal, man nust be
redeened, which takes place selectively and |ike creation, involves stage |ike
process over tine. As it unfolds, God gives us glinpses into his purposes via
prom ses. Thus, at the very time of the fall, the first prom se of restoration
to proper inmage bearing is given (3.15). But it is done progressively in daily
stages; with promi se; with sinners; through redenption that focuses in the
seed of Eve (3.15) which will bring redenption by grace (Noah, Jacob)fromthe
effects of the fall to Abraham s seed that nust be sacrificed on the altar
(I saac, 22) betrayed by brothers but exalted as savior by God (Joseph, 13-50).

God will save a people and bring themone day into the prom sed | and
(12, 15, 17) and thus into what this |land typifies, the new heaven and earth
with God in eternal rest (prologue, 1.1-2.3).

The episodes give us first a fast paced | ook at early events in the
di stant past from what the heavens and the earth brought forth to the
generations of Terah which deals with the life of Abraham The fall and the
need of restoration and God's purposes of restoration are quickly given. Then
focus is on Abraham s posterity fromlsaac to the 12 sons of Jacob (Israel)
with highlights on Joseph. Adding the prologue, we have initation of God's
covenant purpose for man his inage bearer on the earth, fallen, but destined
for eternal sabbath rest with God.

Therefore, in a word, the thene of Genesis is God' s prom se of Sabbath
rest to man, Hi s inage, acconplished providentially in history by redenptive
grace because of the fall and realized in the seed of Eve, Noah, Abraham and
the twelve sons of Israel tenporarily residing in Egypt. Grace is bestowed in
a process that includes conflict (CGen 3.15), divine judgnent (Gen 6-9), and
warfare (Gen 14) [cf. God as warrior].



