Ezekiel
1A. Historical Background
Ezekiel locates his call to prophetic mnistry when he was 30 years old
and in exile in the and of the Babylonians in the 5th year of King
Jehoiachin's exile (1.1-3; 586 is his 12th year in exile when he is told that
the city is fallen, Ezek. 33:21; thus, Ezekiel was taken to Babyl on when
Jehoi achin was taken for his 37 year inprisonnent, 2 Kgs. 24:11-16).

2A. The prophet's ninistry

1B. Frompriest to prophet

In the year that Ezekiel would enter his vocation as a priest to nediate
for the people of Judah (at age 30), he is unable to do so being in Babyl oni an
exile. Instead, he becomes a prophet with an i nmedi ate nessage of judgnent
agai nst the nation.

Apparently, the people in exile hoped for a speedy return to their
honel and. Many were officials and |l eading men of the land (2Ki 24:15). They
recei ve Ezekiel's nessage as "entertaining prattle" (20:49; 33:30-32, 10T 313)
saying that he is just telling parables which indicates that they did not hear
his message; they do not put it into practice. Sone hear his nessage like a
beautiful song to which they feign devotion but "their hearts are greedy for
unj ust gain" (33:31).

Ezekiel's opening vision is an awesone forebodi ng of the com ng
destruction for in it he sees a divine war chariot that cones as a firey
wi ndstorm Thus God cones with a nessage through his prophet Ezekiel to a
rebel | i ous and obstinate nation (2:3-4). This nessage is witten on a scrol
with "words of |anment and nourning and woe" (2:9); it is for the exiles (3:15)
from God' s wat chman, Ezekiel (3:17).

A storm of divine judgnment is about to occur. Still Exekiel nust warn
the wicked and sunmon themto turn fromtheir evil ways saying "whoever will
listen, et himlisten" (3:27).

2B. Conduct

By nmodern standards the prophet's conduct appears pathol ogical: he lies
notionl ess for protracted periods (4:4- 7), is dunb or nute (3:24-27; 24:25-
27; 33:22), does not nourn the death of his w fe (24:15-27), has visionary
transports (8:1-4), reports extraordinary stories and visions (1-3; 8-11; 15-
18; 21;23-24; 37-48), and engages in al nost bizarre conduct (4:12; 5:1-4;
12:3-5 [ he cooks with cow nanure; shaves his head and beard with a sword;
packs his bags and digs his way through the walls of the city]).

Thus sone question his nental health. He carried out his mnistry with
great intensity as an enbodi nent of the nessage he spoke; he relayed God's
nessage in word and deed.

3A. Literary Analysis

1B. Cenre

The genre is enacted (dranmati zed) visionary prophecy.

The book is prophecy conveyed t hrough najestic visions and descriptions
of synbolic props and actions. Thus it is conposed of enacted prophecies and
apocal yptic visions.

The prophet's |ife enbodi ed his nessage; the prophet dranmatized his
nessage in word and deed. The witten nmessage records Ezekiel's life as a
prophet in the first person throughout (1:4; 2:2; 37:2-3; 40:2; 40-48). Thus,
we have recorded prophetic enactnents and visions. It is prophetic word and
deed aut obi ogr aphy.

2B. CQutline

Introduction 1-3 (call of Ezekiel)

Judgnent on Judah and the Nations 4-32

On Judah, 4-24
On the nations, 25-32
Rest oration 33-48

4A. Striking anal ogi es and wel | -known secti ons
Clay tablet/drawing of the city besieged, 4
Shaving with a sword, 5
The end, doonsday has cone, 7
Cod's glory leaves the tenple & city with a promnmise of restoration 8-11.
Packing for exile through a wall with covered eyes (cf. Zedekiah, 2:12)
Fal se prophets 13
Idolatry 14
Usel ess vine 15
Spiritual Prostitution 16
The two eagl es (Nebuchadnezzar and Yahweh) 17



Sour grapes and individual responsibility 18
Lanent for the princes 19
Israel's history of evil but restoration for God's nane's sake (20:44)
Babyl on, God's sword; He directs the evil king at a fork in the road 21
Samari a and Jerusalemas two prostitutes 23
The scorched cooking pot and death of Ezekiel's w fe (delight taken) 24
Babyl on may be Gog that cones fromthe far north (39:2)
The comi ng of destruction fromthe north by Babylon has a
t el escoped di mensi on whi ch reaches beyond the NT to the second
com ng of Christ (Rev. 20:8).
34:10 | will rescue ny flock
35, I will fight for Israel against Edom (cf. the book of Obadiah)
36:25-26, 22, | will sprinkle clean water on you (cf. baptism
37:1-14 Fry bones will live; graves opened (cf. return to the | and)
37:15-27 One stick fromtwo forever: in the land with David as king
38-39 1 will nove against Gog in the distant future (38:8)
40-48 There will be a new city and tenple forever

5A. Thene

Al t hough God departed fromthe tenple, the city, and the land and turned
hi s people over to the sword of judgnent in the hands of her national enenies
for their sins, the Lord prom ses for his name's sake that Israel will return
and her restoration will eventually so unfold in the distant future that the
city of Jerusalemw Il have a new people, and a new tenple that enmerges with a
new name "The Lord is there.” In contrast to “present Jerusal enf in bondage,
“Jerusal em above” is the new covenant that is |ike a barren wonen wi th nany
children, the new covenant people of God (Gal 4.21-28; Isa 54.1-10). Wat is
anot her name for the church: “The Lord is there.” Should we not do with
Ezekiel's prom se what Paul does with Isaiah’s?

Note the inseparability of the return to the | and, the new covenant, the
giving of a new heart, the comng of people fromall nations by baptisminto
t he new covenant community (Ezek 36.24-26; Heb 10.21-25).

Note the inseparability of return to the land with David as king and
with God' s sanctuary in their mdst forever (Ezek 37.21, 24, 26-27) in
relation to wh city the fathers anticipated, the | and of promise, that is,
the better country, a heavenly one where God is called their God (Heb 11.9,
13-16). Thus, NT believers have cone to Mount Zion and the city of the living
Cod, the heavenly Jerusalem and to Jesus (Heb 12.22, 24).

Thus, Israel becones not mny people (blended into the nations in exile)
and her return to the land is to the better country, the heavenly one (cf. how
Paul and Peter apply Hosea to the present church (Rom 9.24-26; 1 Pet 2.9-10
with exile | anguage being applied to the new Israel, 1.1, 17 and the house of
Cod refers to the people, 2.5).

Note: if we literalize land we nust literalize David as king and the
sancturay of the future with its sacrifices. This is truly problematic and has
to be in our mnds as we | ook at Ezekiel's Tenple.

6A. Interpretation of Ezekiel's Tenple

B. Murray (NBC 663-664) |ays out some hel pful guidelines.

These are not literal plans to be fulfilled to the letter. It is not a
synmbolic description that is exhausted in the notion that the NT church is
CGod's tenple. Nor does it describe a tenple for sacrificing to be built after
t he second com ng of Christ.

Way? 1) because of Jesus death, Heb. 10:18, 2) the heirs of the kingdom
are no longer the Jewi sh nation but the Church, the new Israel (Matt. 21:43; |
Pet. 2:9-10, and 3) John adapts these chapters to the eternal state; there is
no tenple in the city; the city is the tenple; the lord is the tenple, Rev.
21:9-22:6).

Ezeki el gave his prophecy under forms he knew, but we understand the
nature of fulfillment fromthe perspective of Christ in the NT (we are the
tenmple in the present age and the Lord is the tenple in the eternal state).

7A. Message
1) God is holy
Because God is holy he will not overlook the sin of Israel

2) The Israelites are sinful

They stand before himwith all their history and the sins of their
fathers with personal and individual responsibiltiy, even in exile before the
586 destruction of the city of Jerusalem They cannot claimthat their teeth



are set on edge because their fathers ate sour grapes. Their teeth are set
on edge because of their own sins (18).

3) God's purposes will be fulfilled
Still, their sins and God's judgrment will not frustrate H s purposes.
God will show nercy to a remmant who will "survive the Exile, inherit his
prom ses afresh, and enjoy restoration to the land" (10T 325). On the Remant
see 6:8-10; 9:7-10 and 10: 18 with 11:13, 17-19; 12:15-16; 14:22- 23. Note the
answer to the prophet's question, "will you destroy the entire remant" (9:8).
CGod is sovereign over the nations of the earth, over time, and over the
destinies of his chosen people.

8A. Message for us

1) This book should cause us to acknow edge the holiness, w sdom and
sovereignty of God over the nations and in the bestowal of nercy.

2) W shoul d acknow edge our responsibility personally. W are
responsi ble for our sins and will bear its consequences if we spiral downward
i n di sobedi ence to our Creator

3) We shoul d place our hope in CGod

But God will save a people through his rule of the nations (he directs
themwi th hooks in their jaws, 38:4; as his drawn sword, 21:3, 19-21), through
j udgrment, and through the bestowal of a new heart, all for his nane's sake
(36:22, 25-26; 17:22; 20:44; 11:17-18).

Ezeki el | ooked to the distant future to another destruction of the city
when her Shepherd King would proclaimthat not one stone of the tenple would
be | eft untouched by judgment. Again, it is because |Israel would not be
gathered in obedience to the Lord. She will kill her Shepherd destroying the
tenmple of the living God thensel ves but Jesus will raise the tenple in three
days.

Then he will bring Israel fromthe nations to one stick, with one
shepherd (Jn 10, other sheep). He will bring themby a sovereign and
effectual call and they will hear. He will call them by nane and forma new
tenple, a new place of the dwelling of God. Not in Jerusalemnor in Sanuaria,
this newtenple will be the people thensel ves, bought with the price of his
bl ood as | oving shepherd, and worshipping himin spirit and truth across the
face of the earth (I Cor 5; Jn. 10).

Now the Lord is there anbng the nations and will be with us to the end
of the age (M. 28).

Anot her hugh step has been taken in the unfol ding of the purposes of Cod
in history that will culmnate ultimately in the heavenly city in eterna
Sabbath rest with God.

4) W nust give all glory to God

See Ezekiel 36, God does not save us for our sakes! Qur blessing is
caught up in H's glory.



