Est her

1. What is peripety and how does it function in the book of Esther?

Peripety is when actions or states of affairs result in
t he opposite of what is expected. It cones fromtwo G eek words, per
(around) and piptein (to fall); thus, it neans to fall around, turn around in
sudden reversal, turning the tables. This is addressed as a thene in the book
(9:1, 22, 25). Consider what was expected in the following in contrast to
what transpired

1) Haman intends to destroy Mrrdecai and the Jews,(ch 3 with 9.1)

2) Haman expects special honor at the queens banquet, (5:11-12; seeks her
nmercy when things go wong only to intensify the king's anger 7:7-8)

3) Haman wites a script for his ow glorification(6:6-9; but must exalt
Mordecai and is huniliated before his famly, 6:10-13).

4) Haman erects a gallows for Mdirdecai at his fanmly's suggestion (5:14;
but is hanged on it hinmself at a servants suggestion, 7:9-10).

5) The enem es of the Jews hoped to overpower them (9:1)

6) The threat of death brought sorrow and fasting to the Jews (4:1-3.15
with 9:22)

2. What is the outline of the book of Esther?
Background to the plot against the Jews 1:1-2:23
Di vorce of Vashti 1:1-22
El evati on of Esther 2:1-18
Loyal service of Mrdecai 2:19-23
Haman's plot, timed by lot, 3:1-15
Esther's intervention 4:1-9:16
First banquet, 5:1-8
Haman's sadi stic happi ness, 5:9-14
King's sl eepl ess night, Mrdecai honored, 6
Second banquet, Hanman hanged, 7
Conquest of Jewi sh enem es, 8:1-9:16
The feast of Purim9:17-32
Prom nence of Mordecai 10:1-3

3. How is the sovereignty of God presented in the book?

The sovereignty of God is therefore a major theme of the book. It is
part of the literary genius of the author to convey this nessage forcefully
wi t hout nentioning God. He relates "seem ng coincidences" that are
"i ndi spensabl e when the story reaches its nonent of peak dramatic tension at
t he begi nning of chapter 6" (I1OT 196).

Not e t he seem ng coi nci dences: Esther's attractiveness, her ancestry and
relation to Mordecai, her being chosen by the king to be queen, Mordecai's
| oyalty and "chance" overhearing of an assassination plot that was recorded in
the king's chronicles, that Esther had conceal ed her identity, that the king
showed her favor, the sleepless night of the king and the readi ng of the
annal s, reading the section relating to Mirdecai's |oyal action and |ack of
reward, and the king's w de-eyed concern to reward Mordecai

"Luck indeed! Wat the witer of Esther has done is to give us a story
in which the main actor is not so nuch as nentioned-the presence of God is
i mplied and understood throughout the story, so that these nounting
coi nci dences are but the by-product of his rule over history and his
providential care for his people” (10T 196).

4. What does it nean to say that covenant fulfillment is peripetetic?

I srael s expected Messi ah has cone and tabernacled with us in Christ but
his own people received hi mnot and crucified himand he rejected the nation
for another (Matt. 21). |Israel's fall has brought blessing to the nations;
God keeps this part of his promse to Abrahamin spite of Israel's unbelief.
But the formation of a new Irael fromthe nations includes a remmant fromthe
old Israel (Rom 11:1-4).

The rejected stone beconmes the head of the corner. A sinful people
beconme a blessing to the nations. A rejected people are saved in remant.
The church is the new Israel, the new 12 tribes (cf. the 12 apostles) and the



church is conmposed of both Jew and Gentile for Jew sh particul ari smhas now
given way in Christ to national universalism

But God is never mentioned, how do we explain this fact? Young: these
are exiles who did not return to the prom sed | and of covenant; these are
bl essed but not fully in covenant.

Anot her explanation - God is at work with covenant people who are
i mersed in the nations; thus the book is al nbst secular. The covenant nane
and | anguage is omtted in order to present the covenant God who is 1) worKking
anong the nations, 2) in remant. A subtle enphasis on the prom se to bl ess
the nations (the nations are bl essed when Israel is blessed as part of thenj.
God is saving his people in remant form whereever they may be.

Del i verance (sal vation) cones through opposition; there is no bed of
roses; through nuch tribulation we enter the ki ngdom of GCod.

The Lord and king of glory rides the donkey of humilation

The rejected stone (crucified Jesus, perishes as Esther was willing to
perish, Esther 4:16) becomes the head of the corner (resurrected and exalted
as pre-emnent one and head of the church).

Israel's fall brings blessing to the nations.

The kingdomis given to another in covenant fulfillment yet that other
includes Israelite remmant (Matt. 21:33-46; Rom 11:1-5; Eph. 2:11-14).

The remmant will be the world (today you are a little flock, tonorrow

you will be the world, Warfield).



