Ezr a- Nehem ah

| ntroduction
Toget her "these books record the | ast events of the OT period" (539-430,
| OT 179).
The Ezra- Nehem ah Peri od

Zer ubbabel 539 430
Haggai Est her Ezra (from 458)
Zechari ah (to 465) Nehem ah (from 445)
(from 520) Mal achi

1A. Literary Analysis

1B. Unity of Ezra-Nehem ah

In the Hebrew Bible up to the M ddl e Ages, these books forned a unit;
they were counted as one in nunbering the books of the OI.

What is unusual is that the two nain characters overlap historically but
this overlap is not indicated in the books (1Ol 182). Thus, Ezra began his
work in 458 B.C. and was still there when Nehem ah came in 445.

2B. Major events recorded

1C. Tenple restored through oppposition (Ezra 1-6)

Rebui | di ng of the Tenple under Zerubbabel (Ezra 2:2), a governor in a
district within an area called "Beyond the River" by the Persians.

The northern ki ngdom of Israel had been taken by Assyria. After Assyria
was conquered by Babylon, and after Babyl on took the southern ki ngdom of Judah
into exile, then Babyl on was subjugated by the Med-Persian Enpire. So, it was
under the Persian king, Cyrus (Ezra 1:2) that return fromexile begins:

Assyria - exile of North

Babyl on - exile of South (tenple destroyed,
Il Chron. 36:19), 586

Persia - return fromexile, after 539

Upon t he decree of Cyrus, famly heads of Judah and Benjam n prepared to
go and build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem (1:5). They settled in their
honme towns (2:70). Under the | eadership of Zerubbabel they built the altar for
sacrifice in the face of much fear (3:2-3). The next year the tenple was
begun (3:8). Wen the foundati on was conpleted there was a m x of
joy and weepi ng (3:10-13).

The building of the tenple itself was opposed by the peopl e around
Jerusal em who had been brought there during the Assyrian conquest (4:2,4).
The rest of chapter 4 stretches down to the days of Ezra and Nehem ah and t he
buil ding of the walls and city showing that this opposition was persistent.
Thus, chapters 5-6 pick up where 3 left off: the tenple was conpl eted around
515 B.C. (6:14-16;10T 183).

2C. Wills and city restored (Ezra 7-Neh. 13)

This is nore than physical restoration; Ezra comes as a teacher in Israe
(7:6,8-10). Opposition had prevented the building of the walls (Neh. 1:1-3).
Nehem ah will be instrunental in the activity of sword and trowel (Neh. 4:17)
until the wall of the city is conpleted (6:15-16).

Next, the city needs to be populated by a prepared people (7:4). So,
Ezra reads and expounds the |aw and the people confess their sins (Neh. 8-9).
Then Jerusalemis populated (11:1) and various refornms are put in place (12-
13, regarding internmarriage and the Sabbath). This is roughly 458-430 B.C
giving us the last recorded events of the OTI period.

3B. Cenre

Agai n, we have theol ogy, thus, theol ogical nenpirs. Because of the |arge
amount of first-person narration, the history is called "Menoirs" which is
different fromfirst-person autobiography because "the nmemoirist wites of
great events that he or she has observed or in which he or she has
partici pated, whereas the autobiographer wites of the self who has observed
and participated in the events" (10T 184- 185). Shifts fromfirst to third-
person create a literary subtlety.

4B. Qutline
| OT 185
1) Return and Rebuilding of the tenple, Ezra 1-6
2) Ezra and the rebuilding of worship, Ezra 7-10
3) Neheniah and the rebuilding of the walls, Neh. 1-6



4) Rebuilding of city Iife under the |law, Neh. 7-13 (under Ezra &
Nehemi ah)

A More Detailed Qutline
1) Return 1:1-2:70
2) Restoration 3:1-6:22
Begun 3:1-13
Halted 16 yrs (Cpposed) 4:1-25
Conpl eted 5: 1-
3) The Return under Ezra 7:1-10: 44
He cones to inprove worship in Jerusalem 7:10, 19.
He calls for separation which included the building of a faithfu
conmmuni ty, 9:1-10:44.
4) The Return under Nehemi ah Neh. 1-13 to rebuild the walls
Neheni ah's burden 1
The Kings favor 2:1-10
Rebui | di ng begun 2:11-3:32
The walls conpl eted 4-6
Mockery and fear 4:1-23
Donesti c squabbles 5:1-19
Schemes 6:1-7:4
Record of those who first returned 7:5-73
Readi ng of the |aw 8
Nati onal repentance 9-10
Lists of inhabitants 11-12
Final reforms 13

2A. Message

Key in the theology of the book is the fact that the house of God is not
built when the tenmple is finished (Ezra 6:15; 515 B.C.)

The | aw must be taught in Israel (Ezra 7:10), the house of God in
Jerusal em nust be honored further (Ezra 7:27)and the remant nust confess
their sins (Ezra 9:1-10:44). Further for God's covenant to be fulfilled
(Neh. 1:5), the walls of the city nust be rebuilt and consecrated to God ( Neh.
3:1, 10T 186) and the enpty city (Neh. 7:4) must be populated (Neh. 11:1,2) to
constitute the holy city, the city of God (Neh. 11:1) living by God's Law

Thus, "Ezra's law, which included a strong enphasis on the prohibition of
internarriage, constituted a people fit to live within Nehem ah's walls" (10T
187).

Thus the OT ends with a holy people dwelling in a holy city (cf. 10T
187). There is a subtle nove fromtenple to city as the holy place of the
Lord.

God is keeping his covenant through historical means including
opposition. Nehem ah 9 traces the sin of Israel in contrast to the covenant
love of God. Al so see Nehemiah 1:5.

Cod is active keepi ng covenant.

1) Cyrus fulfills the word of the Lord, Ezra 1:1;

2) God noved the hearts of those who returned, Ezra 1:5; The Lord changed
the attitude of the king of Assyria, Ezra 6:22 for the Persian king was now
ki ng of Assyria and Assyrian conquest is being undone,

3) The good hand of God was upon Ezra, 7:9; upon the king's heart, 7:27;
upon the king for Nehemi ah, Neh. 2:8.

The remmant is secured by efficacious grace (Ezra 1:5; 9:8, 13; so hope,
10: 2).

Yet the book ends with an "open question” on the sins of the past being
repeated. Perfection has not been reached. This gives a |look to the future
(10r 187).

3A. Thene

The theme of Ez-Neh is the rebuilding of Jerusalemas the holy city of
God.

4A. Message for us

1) W are the city of God, Heb. 11:10, 39, 40; 12:22-28.

The OT ends still looking for the city Abraham | ooked for, whose buil der
and naker is God (Heb. 11:10) showi ng that they had not received what had been
prom sed (Heb. 11:39) and showing further that "God had sonething better for
us so that only together with us would they be nade perfect” (Heb. 11:40).



We have cone to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem the city of the
living God, to the church of the first born, to Jesus the nediator of a new
covenant and a ki ngdomthat cannot be shaken (Heb. 12:22-28).

The church nmade up of Jew and Gentile has walls that are extended to the
whol e earth! Thus the veil is torn down fromtop to bottomto open up the
holy of holies to all creation and the wall of separation is denolished (Eph
2:14-18, cf. 10T 187).

2) G ve thanks

Therefore, we are to be thankful, and worship God acceptably with
reverence and awe (Heb. 12:28).

3) Trust and serve faithfully

Hebrews 12 and 13 give a nunber of resultant duties for us who are now
the holy city of God, the place of his dwelling because Jesus is Jacob's
| adder, the bridge between earth and heaven, the place of the presence of Cod.

So, we ook to him(12:2-3) to struggle with sin (v. 4) and to endure
hardship as a discipline (v. 7).

W are to strengthen feeble knees (v. 12) to live in peace (v. 14)
wi thout bitterness and immorality (15-16), to love (13:1) and serve (13:16)
and worship the God of the eternal covenant (13:16, 20).

Not es
Prophet and priest are teachers 6:14; 7:10,12
God uses foreign rulers to acconplish his covenant.
Ezra's prayer, 9 - praise, confession, appeal to covenant
CGod' s gracious hand - 2:8
Use of neans ch. 4; 6:15
The i nmportance of the law and its exposition 8

Sabbath Neh 10:31; 13:15-22



