Leviticus
[ Di scussion Date: April 24, the week after Baptisn Comuni on]

I ntroduction

Leviticus records what transpired on Mount Sinai for roughly one year
(Lev. 27:34; Num 10:11-13).

The Greek derived nane is appropriate. Leviticus neans "pertaining to
the Levites." The Levites were the clan designated to assist Aaron and his
sons who served as priests (Num 3:5). Levi was Jacob's son by Leah; Aaron is
a Levite so the Levites are servants of the tabernacle in general and within
Levite ancestry emerged the Aaronic priests (later if there is a shortage of
Levites for their work nenbers fromother tribes nmay be sunmmoned to fill the

gap) .
Among ot her things, it gives priestly guidelines to govern the
rel ati onship between Israel and God. The priest is a nediator between God and
man. The thene is slightly broader than the priesthood: the cernonial lawis
given by God to guide Israelite worship at the Tabernacle and in daily life.
The Tabernacle was the place of neeting with God through sacrifice
of fered by duly consecrated priests. The tabernacle was built according to
Cod's design (cf. Ex. 25:8, "have them nmake a sanctuary for nme, and | wll
dwel | anong then). Again note the fulfillnment of God's covenant w th Abraham
"I will be their God" (Gen. 17:8).

1A.  The entail nent of covenant restoration

Covenant fulfillnment entails restoration fromthe fall (Gen. 3:15)
that will come through the seed of Abraham Restoration is needed because nan
is sinful. A stairway between earth and heaven is needed (Gen. 28, Jacob's
| adder). Therefore, neeting with God and being the peopl e of God necessitates
a priestly mediation.

Thus the worship thene of the third section of Exodus is expanded in
t he book of Leviticus. How can a sinful people worship a holy God? They nust
be a holy people, so he nmust be cleansed due to their sinfulness. For this
there nust be sacrifice nediated by a priesthood and there nust be |ove as a
way of life.

Di scussion: Wy all the killing of animals? Read Lev. 1:1-9; 4:20, 26
5:5-10 and note the enphasis on guilt and forgiveness in Israel's relationship
with God.

2A. The shape of the book

The first section of the book (1-16) describes the principle of
sacrifice nmediated by specially qualified priests. It ends with the day of
atonenent (16). This special yearly presentation of sacrifice shows the
foundation for the life of holiness described in the second section of the
book (17-27). Thus we have:

The basis of fellowship with God (1-16, instruction in priestly sacrifice)

The life of fellowship with God (17-37, instruction in holiness)
Let's highlight each section briefly.

1B. The day of atonenment in section one

The Hebrew neans "to cover over" and the English suggests "at one"
(atone), or at-one-nent, and thus reconciliation

CGod dwelled in the nmost holy place of the tabernacle. A special
of fering was nmade once a year (16:2; 34) centering on two goats. The high
priest nust make sacrifice for hinmself (16:11). Then he sl aughters one of two
goats for the whole community (16:15-17). Finally, he lays his hands on the
head of the live goat that is to be released into the desert (16:21-22). Sin
is covered and carried away! By this Israel is a forgiven people with access
to a holy Cod.

2B. The day of Jubilee in the second section

Anmong the guidelines of the second section is the instruction on
Jubilee (25), a cumul ative Sabbath. Each week has a Sabbath rest for

fellowship with God; this is every seventh day. |In their calendar there was
al so a Sabbath year for the land (25:1-7) preceeded by working the Iand for
si X years.

After seven Sabbath years have been observed (or forty- nine years),
there is to be a special Sabbath year, the fiftieth, the year of Jubilee
(25:8-10). In this jubilee there is a special enphasis on freedomfrom

slavery. It was a form of gospel pronmising rest fromthe bitterness of
slavery in sin and giving access and fell owship with God to underserving
sinners (to rest, recall, is torest with God in H's rest).

3B. Love

Hol i ness that arises fromfellowship with God can be sunmarized in



the principle of loving God in the neighbor: (Lev 19:2,18; cf. Mt 22: 36-
40) .

4B. Sacred times and festivals

Note the | essons that can be |learned fromthe institution of sacred
times and festivals, sacred space of the tabernacle, and sacred objects of
altar and ark, sacred personnel, and sacred acts of sacrifice (all under
di vine regulation). Thus there is no sacred-secular in which a divine-hunan
relation is isolated froma human-human rel ation

Time is God's; there is no sacred real mversus a secul ar real m of
exi stence. Al the tinmes and seasons neshed with daily life, work, and
harvesting: "The effect was to enconpass religious worship within the basic
routi nes of societal life and not to allow any separati on between the concrete
realities of Iife - day and night, summer and winter, sow ng and reaping - and
religious faith" (Childs, p. 162). To this can be added the details on sexua
upri ght ness and cl eansi ngs, sabbaths for the land, treatment of those with
di sease, precedures regardi ng those who die including the special regualtions
for priests.

Speci ally sacred space was allocated to the tabernacle but not to
instil a sacred/secular dualism It: 1) set God apart in his unique holiness
and 2) denanded preparation on man's part to come into his presence because
of his sin: "no one is to approach God unprepared.” Otherw se, the rest of the
book accents the inperative that every day life involves serving God.

3A. Message

1) The comi ng one

The seed of Eve and Abraham (Cenesis) that nust suffer for his friends
(Job) as Passover |anb (Exodus) is a sacrifice for sins that bridges earth and
heaven (Jacob, Gen. 28) and nedi ates forgi veness and reconciliation for
fellowship with God and holy living by that sacrifice (Leviticus).

2) Good news

Jesus Christ is "final priest and sufficient sacrifice" (10T 82). The
book of Leviticus is gospel good news concerning our great high priest.

3) Love

So, we who have tasted of his grace are to |love himby | oving our
nei ghbor through holy conduct (Lk. 10) in every area of life (with no
sacred/ secul ar real ns or conpartnents).

Al so, note that we are priests (1 Pet. 2:9) and doing good is our
sacrificing (Heb. 13:16; cf. Col. 3, do all in H's name giving thanks to Cod,
which is priestly work). So, where is your tabernacle, your place of priestly
work?: It is your place of work, everywhere. You have a calling to
admi ni ster; the doors to your office building open to your sacred tabernacle
and holy place for service to God and to others! (cf. the Mcgrath,
Spirituality and the Refornmers on how this concept was applied in the
Ref ornti on).

In broad overview, what is the relation between the 10 words and the
ritual laws? The ritual |laws give the way of nediation for a broken |aw and
protection fromthe wath of God which brings death. A broken | aw becones a
burden, is a threat, and issues in death. By sacrifice there is peace and
fellowship. Cinging to sacrifice (in the OI), and clinging to Christ as our
sacrifice (in the NT) are thus included in the conmtnent to obedience in
daily living(cf. Childs, OICC, p. 57; ritual is a check on the power of sin
p. 87; now all of these things are rolled into the Christian Passover).

Leviticus study questions

1. What does the book of Leviticus teach us regarding the entail nent of
covenant restoration (in one sentence)?

2. How does the Jubil ee reveal the gospel?

3. How i s a sacred/secul ar conpartnentalization countered in the book of

Leviticus? Wy doesn't a sacred/secular dualismstemfromthe sacred space
allotted to the Tabernacl e?

4, In Leviticus, howis the gospel revealed in the day of atonenent (cf. the
two ani mal s) ?
5. VWhat is the nmessage of Leviticus concerning Christ in context with Eve,

Abraham Jacob's | adder and Job?
6. How does Leviticus put the duty of |ove into perspective?



