
Radical Discipleship and Radical Gospel Mission (Mat 10.26-42) 
WestminsterReformedChurch.org 
Pastor Ostella 
9-11-2005 
 
Introduction 
 As we meditate on the words of the Lord Jesus in Matthew 10, we should not forget that 
acknowledging Christ before men is interlocked with gospel mission. It comes up in the context 
of the apostolic mission for the entire time between the comings of Christ. The subtle transition 
from you to everyone (vs. 31-32) links gospel mission then on the part of the apostles with 
gospel mission now on the part of all disciples: Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than 
many sparrows. 32 So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before 
my Father who is in heaven.  Here we learn the radical lesson, the radically important lesson, that 
gospel mission today involves the testimony of all disciples to the teachings of the apostles. We 
have a partnership with the apostles in their witness to Christ. Thus, our Lord puts discipleship 
together with gospel mission in a striking and radical way. My title today is therefore “Radical 
Discipleship and Radical Gospel Mission” and the message naturally unfolds in two parts: 
discipleship involves radical gospel mission, and gospel mission involves radical discipleship.  
 
1A. Discipleship involves radical gospel mission  
 Matthew 10 has implications that cut sharply in more than one direction at the same time. 
This is radical. It cuts against Romanism. It cuts against Pentecostalism. It cuts against 
Arminianism including the semi-Arminianism of many Calvinists, as we shall see. 
 The radicalism of gospel mission in this light means two critical things. 1) It accents the 
extremely important point of the authority of Scripture, and 2) it stresses the extremely important 
point of the efficacious atoning grace of God. Let us consider each in order.  
 1B. Scriptural Authority 
 Remarkably, the testimony of the apostles extends to the second coming: you will not 
have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes (10.23). That is just as 
radical as it is striking. We need to empathize with the Jews to appreciate the great changes 
coming upon them. Furthermore, the apostles preach the gospel of the kingdom until Jesus comes 
(v. 7; cf. Mat 5.35, it is the gospel of the great King, Jesus as Sabbath Lord, as sovereign Lord).  
 Therefore, we must give all our attention to their gospel. Apostolic authority is divine 
authority. The testimony of the apostles is the very word of the Holy Spirit (Mat 10.20). To the 
end of the age, their witness to Christ must have primacy and priority in our witness to Christ (cf. 
sermons on apostolic witness and our witness). Christ commissioned the apostles to give divinely 
empowered eyewitness testimony to His life and work (cf. Jn 15.26-27). Their authority is 
unique in redemptive history. They gave their witness first in oral tradition that they cultivated, 
governed, and guided. Then they gave it in the written form of the NT that they cultivated, 
governed and guided (cf. Jn 15.27, “you will testify” with Jn 20.24 on testifying in writing, and 2 
Thess 2.15 on oral then written tradition).  
 Thus, we go too far to the left with Roman Catholicism, if we add any other authoritative 
tradition to the tradition of the apostles that we have in Scripture alone. We also go too far to the 
right with Pentecostalism, if we add some subjective tradition to the tradition of the apostles that 
we have in Scripture alone. Sadly, many non-Pentecostals are Pentecostal in spirit claiming that 
God speaks to them regarding His will for their lives, for example, that God tells them in some 
direct way to go to some particular part of the world as a missionary. It is wrong to go around 
claiming that God told me to take this job or God told me to go to this college.  
 Another side of this story is the fact that apostolic doctrine is watered down to reach more 
people by not offending them or overtaxing their listening skills. It goes without saying that the 
practice of sound teaching does go against the grain of our culture where even educated people 
have an emotional attachment to religion that runs away from the intellectual dimensions of the 
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gospel. Critically, we must remember that disciples are learners who seek active following of 
what they learn. In salvation, sinners come to know Christ. In the words of Paul, they “learn 
Christ” (Eph 4.20). 
 Thus, discipleship involves radical gospel mission in many ways. Radically, in this 
gospel we are to view Israelite towns as Gentile towns and Gentile towns as Israelite towns. This 
radical gospel brings in the Christian harvest of new covenant disciples from the nations, 
remarkably, as the lost sheep of Israel. Discipleship involves radical gospel mission because it 
has its beginning and its ending in the apostles’ doctrines. Moreover, radical gospel mission 
gives primacy and priority to their doctrines because their words are the very words of the Holy 
Spirit as they take what was hidden in the teachings of Christ and, by His commission and 
power, proclaim it from the housetops.   
 2B. Efficacious atoning grace 
 On the other hand, discipleship involves radical gospel mission because of its content. 
From Acts 20, we know that apostolic doctrine includes the fact that Jesus obtained the church 
with His own blood: Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy 
Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own 
blood (v. 28). Pure and simple, this verse teaches the efficacy of the death of Christ. It therefore 
teaches efficacious atonement, which means that everyone for whom Jesus died will be saved. 
That is a grand truth about the grace of God, His effectual grace, to blind, deaf, mute, paralyzed, 
and dead sinners (cf. Jn 6.44 with the gospel in the miracles, Mat 8-9). The efficacious death of 
Christ results in the effectual call of God by the gospel. All who receive this call obey it (cf. Jn 
12.32, His death results in an effectual drawing, and Rom 8.30, all God calls are justified). 
 The efficacy of the work of Christ on the cross stands at the very center of the apostolic 
message. Paul gives a summary of his apostolic ministry to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20. To 
what does he testify? He testifies to the grace of God in the gospel (v. 24). The gospel of the 
grace of God has the death of Christ at its epicenter. What else can it mean, when Paul speaks of 
boasting only in the cross of Christ (Gal 6.14)? Here is a thought question that brings this point 
into the light of day. If you confined your acknowledgement of Christ to one biblical truth, which 
would you choose from this list, the life of Christ, His death, His resurrection, His ascension, or 
His second coming? This is a loaded question because no doctrine stands alone. However, when 
Paul says he boasts in nothing else, he is placing a supreme accent on one unit of teaching: the 
cross of Christ. Surely, from the angle of the grace of God in the gospel, if we had to choose 
between the life, death, resurrection, ascension, and second coming of Christ, then we should 
choose His death as the expression of sovereign efficacious grace. Again, the death of Christ is at 
the center of Paul’s theology, and the death in view is the death that obtained the church. In other 
words, efficacious atoning grace is the cutting edge of the message taught to disciples in gospel 
mission.    
 Thus, discipleship involves radical gospel mission “from house to house” (Acts 20.20) 
proclaiming the apostolic doctrines of sovereign grace. Central here, radically central here, is the 
proclamation of the saving, powerful, and efficacious death of Christ on the cross. The fact that 
Jesus obtained the church with His blood is at the center of the center of Paul’s preaching of 
Christ and Him crucified, and it should not surprise us to hear much opposition to this doctrine; 
as a cutting edge, it cuts deeply confirming and clarifying all the doctrines of grace. It is no 
surprise that the very name of this doctrine in church history, “limited atonement” (the death of 
Christ is limited in its extent; Christ died for His elect children only) becomes a rallying point for 
confusion and distortion.  
 However, all the complaining turns red with shame in light of the fact that limited 
atonement is simply another name for actual substitutionary atonement.  Those who deny limited 
atonement deny substitutionary atonement; they make the death of Christ into a potential 
substitution instead of an actual bearing of our punishment back there on the cross. The biblical 
teaching of efficacious atoning grace is odious to many who embrace other doctrines of grace. 
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Therefore, they shy away from this doctrine. They will take a strong stand on matters of 
eschatology, on a theology of the future, but take a weak stand on matters of the efficacy of the 
death of Christ. Influential writings on the gospel of Christ and the cross are disappointing 
because they omit the efficacy of the death of Christ from the gospel of Jesus (cf. J. Stott, The 
Cross and J. MacAuthur, The Gospel of Jesus). This is troubling and something to work against 
in light of the fact that apostolic doctrine is exclusive in its authority (sola scriptura to the end of 
the age) and in its content that centers on the death of death in the death of Christ (efficacious 
limited substitutionary atonement). Discipleship involves calling the nations to Christ and 
nurturing them on the grace of God in the gospel, and that grace teaches that Jesus obtained the 
church when He died on the cross. This is good news and we are to shout it from the housetops. 
  
2A. Gospel mission involves radical discipleship 
 Note what gospel mission promotes and what it promises.  
 1B. Note what it promotes 
 The gospel that we, as disciples, take to the nations promotes discipleship that is radical 
in its love, obedience, and self-sacrifice.  
 1) Love 
 Many implications arise from Matthew 10.34-37, but the overriding thought is surely the 
call to love God above all earthly relationships: "Do not think that I have come to bring peace to 
the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his 
father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And 
a person's enemies will be those of his own household.37 Whoever loves father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me.  This kind of love may be difficult, but it is what reveals the genuineness of discipleship to 
Christ. It means that the guiding and governing principles of your life come from the teachings 
of Christ and not from family ties. If there is conflict between doing what family wants and what 
Christ commands, then following Christ must come first. This is challenging to be sure. 
 2) Obedience 
 Following Christ is a matter of obedience that includes the radical notion of voluntary 
submission to the path of suffering (v. 38): And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is 
not worthy of me.  I expect it and willingly take it in the name of Christ (cf. Mat 5.10-11). 
 3) Self-sacrifice 
 To love God above all else and to take up your cross willingly to follow Christ 
culminates in the willingness to lose everything for the sake of Christ (v. 39): Whoever finds his 
life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. We find life by losing it to 
Christ. All other paths of “life” are mere illusions. If we secure our life on this earth without 
submission to the absolute authority of Christ, then we lose our life, then He is our prosecutor 
not our advocate, then we will have what we deserve in the punishment of our sins. 
 The basic core commitment of true discipleship is radical in the willing commitment of 
everything we are and possess to Christ, in love to Him above all earthly things and relationships 
whatever obedience may bring, whatever cross of suffering may come.  
 This is the heart of true and radical discipleship. 
 This is the discipleship, the radical discipleship, that gospel mission calls forth in the 
harvest of sinners saved by grace and bound for glory.  
 2B. Note what it promises (10.40-42) 
 In bringing about a radical discipleship, calling for it and calling it forth, gospel mission 
reeks with promise.  
 Those who receive the apostolic message (cf. receive you then and now), receive Christ 
and in receiving Christ, they receive the Father in heaven who sent Him on His mission. This 
begins with a relationship between human beings, between preachers and listeners to it. 
Receiving the preacher means welcoming to your home, to your life, to your thoughts. It means 
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sharing and communicating in context of the communion of saints. It means submitting to 
sinful human agents because of their message (Heb 13.17, “obey your leaders and submit to 
them”). Calvin has some helpful direction for us on this relationship; he stresses that we oppose 
the Holy Spirit if we oppose God’s ministers, sinners that they are (Institutes, 2.4.1.4).  
 How you welcome the preacher is how you welcome Christ and the Father; it is how you 
listen to and obey Christ and the Father who sent Him on mission (sent). Of course, we must 
remember that the key here is the apostles’ doctrine (that preachers ought to promote fully and 
listeners ought to embrace heartily). 
 Receiving a prophet because he is a prophet means receive him because of his message, 
the gospel of the kingdom. Receive a righteous man because he is a righteous man means you 
receive him in terms of his message regarding the righteousness of the kingdom of God. 
Receiving little ones refers to welcoming other disciples into our lives and it shows our need for 
one another. Here the reward is sure.  
 The sure rewards of the blessednesses, the happinesses, the Beatitudes of the kingdom of 
God, both now and not yet, come as promises to receiving the message of prophet and 
welcoming other disciples into our lives (cf. Mat 5.1-12). 
 
Conclusions 
 1) Gospel mission and discipleship 
 Jesus teaches that discipleship involves radical gospel mission and that gospel mission 
involves radical discipleship.  
  We are doing radical gospel mission when discipleship instruction centers on the grace 
of God in the gospel and has efficacious, saving, atonement as its fundamental and foundational 
core. This kind of ministry is what we should all work hard to promote in a joint effort with one 
another as we enter into the testifying work of the apostles. I should work hard to promote this 
radical gospel mission. You should work hard to promote it as well. 
 2) The next generation 
 This kind of discipleship is what we should promote in gospel mission. It is what we are 
to teach to our children. This is what we should teach our children to support if they hear the 
preaching of the apostles and receive it. This is what we should seek to pass on to the next 
generation. We should look to the future to pass on these teachings after the pattern set forth by 
Paul in 2 Timothy 2.1-7 (from Paul to Timothy to faithful men and to others):  

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2 and what you 
have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be 
able to teach others also. 3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No 
soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted 
him. 5 An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 6 It is the hard-
working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. 7 Think over what I say, for 
the Lord will give you understanding in everything. 8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from 
the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering, 
bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10 Therefore I endure 
everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ 
Jesus with eternal glory. 

Note in this text how the following things surface: grace, apostolic teaching, living by the gospel, 
future generations, the death of Christ, His resurrection, and enduring all for God’s elect. The 
last point of pursuing God’s elect parallels the teaching of Christ about finding the worthy ones 
(Mat 10.11).  
 3) Giving 
 Thus, it is important that disciples take up the duty of supporting the preaching of the 
gospel (worker is worthy, Mat 10; farmer partakes of the crop, 2 Tim 2.6). However, it is even 
more important that they support the apostolic gospel. When you think about giving to the 
church, the minister, and the spread of the word, then based on our Lord’s instructions in 
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Matthew 10, you must receive, obey, and support apostolic doctrine (that is what is proclaimed 
in the towns of Israel until Jesus comes). Supporting apostolic doctrine involves the Reformation 
principles of sola scriptura and sola gratia rolled together into a single unit. Those who seek to 
support gospel mission ought to put their money into preaching that gives a primacy and priority 
to the doctrine of the apostles that we now have in the NT, and they ought to support preaching 
that seeks bold and clear proclamation of the doctrines of grace, particularly, and supremely 
summarized in efficacious atoning grace. Just as the text calls me as a preacher to do this, 
likewise, it calls you to seek this kind of preaching and support it. This is a radical view of giving 
that connects with the radical nature of gospel missions in the big picture that includes the entire 
time between the comings of Christ.  
 Thus, we must look beyond ourselves in time. We can do this by supporting reformed 
instruction in the seminaries that train men for radical gospel mission that includes instruction in 
efficacious atoning grace. We do this by careful instruction in the fullness of the gospel to our 
children. We do it in writing, a joint effort that I believe we have at least to some degree so far.  
 4) The witness of WRC 
 We need to study this generational aspect more fully among the spiritual leaders of the 
church within the context of the church. For example, how would the spiritual leaders of the 
church direct the church, this little flock, the WRC, if this week the Lord took me home to glory? 
Would we simply disband or dismember? What should the spiritual leaders do? At the least, they 
ought to ponder carefully how our witness to the apostolic witness can be spread both to the 
nations and to the next generation. Obviously, there are many variables. What if the Lord keeps 
us testifying together to the grace of the God in the gospel for five more years, or ten, or twenty? 
Matthew 10 in the context of the NT calls us to make every effort to continue our testimony 
beyond our place and time. This is something that we should contemplate more fully as we go 
forward on our journey. Our destiny is glory and amen to that good news, but we cannot restrict 
our thoughts merely to our own individual hopes and expectations. We must look to our children 
and to our children’s children; we must look at the generations to come with firm focus on the 
need for a clear confession of the grace of God in the gospel that centers on the efficacious death 
of Christ and seeks to honor Him in obedient submission to His Sabbath Lordship as sovereign 
Lord.  
 5) Conflicts 
 The radicalism of the apostolic doctrines of grace in the gospel of Christ will lead us into 
some painful conflicts. We should not be foolish, untactful, or unloving, but with all love in 
place hard things should not surprise us or discourage us from exalting our sovereign Lord Jesus. 
Although many good Christians, pastors, and scholars oppose the center of the center of the 
gospel, we must humbly seek to honor Christ by affirming the efficacy of His death.  
 We must honor Him above all earthly ties and relationships however difficult that may 
be. 
 We must count the cost of discipleship and be willing to pay the sacrifice of suffering 
under our cross by which we follow Christ.  
 We must cling together with other little ones, with other disciples. Thus, we are to work 
hard and wait patiently for the prophet’s reward and the righteous man’s reward that is our sure 
reward. The prophet’s reward is the blessing of the kingdom; the righteous man’s reward is the 
blessing that comes from kingdom righteousness that we seek first above all else. The sure 
rewards are the beatitudes that belong to the repentant, merciful peacemakers who suffer for the 
kingdom with forgiving hearts (cf. Beatitudes with the Sermon on the Mount on forgiveness).  
 Surely, we can take up our cross and follow Christ knowing that He took up His cross in 
our place as our actual substitute. To Him be the glory forever, amen.  


