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32 As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross.   
33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to 
drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.  35 And when they had crucified him, they 
divided his garments among them by casting lots.  36 Then they sat down and kept watch over him there.  37  
And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, "This is Jesus, the King of the Jews." 38 Then 
two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left.  39 And those who passed by derided 
him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, "You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save 
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross."  41 So also the chief priests, with the scribes 
and elders, mocked him, saying, 42 "He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him 
come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him.  43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he 
desires him. For he said, 'I am the Son of God.'"  44 And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled 
him in the same way. 

Introduction  
 Last time in Matthew’s narrative (27.11-31), we discussed how Jesus faced humiliation in 
the Roman court before Pilate. There, they interrogated, condemned, and mocked Him. That 
humiliation in the lower court of public justice was the last event before they led him away to crucify 
him (27.31). Now, the narrator covers the final hours of Christ in two steps: His crucifixion, then 
His death. Today, we will cover the crucifixion of our Lord (27.32-44), and we will cover His 
death next week (for communion).  
 As we read this section, we observe some things that relate to the crucifixion: we see a 
man carrying a cross, we see soldiers doing God’s will, and we observe people blaspheming 
Jesus. If you reflect for a moment on this outline, you will see that the crucifixion itself is not in 
view. As we will emphasize, the actual crucifixion of Christ as a gruesome fact in all its 
gruesomeness is not the subject of concern. For Matthew, the crucifixion is his great 
presupposition as the narrative turns on three things: cross bearing, fulfillment, and blasphemy. 
These three things give us different angles on “The Gospel of Crucifixion” our title for this 
message, or “The Gospel of Jesus’ Crucifixion.”   
 
1A. A man carrying a cross  
 If we speak simply of a man carrying a cross, we can easily think of Jesus because cross 
bearing was part of the process of taking a prisoner to his death by crucifixion. However, the fact 
that Jesus carried His cross is implicit in this account. What is explicit is that a man, Simon, from 
the city of Cyrene in North Africa, carried the cross of Jesus: As they went out, they found a man of 
Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross (27.32).   
 Simon carries the cross because the Roman soldiers compel him to do so. It seems 
reasonable to assume that this indicates that the load was too heavy for Jesus due to the 
exhausting character of the trials, scourging, beating, crown of thorns, and so forth. However, we 
should note that Matthew makes no comment along this line. Why does he cite this much but no 
more? With nothing more, what we have here is a man carrying a cross and following Jesus to 
His crucifixion. A picture forms in our minds; the account leaves a distinct impression: 
momentarily our focus shifts to a man following Jesus and carrying a cross (focus shifts to a 
man walking along with Jesus carrying His cross). We must return to this picture when we apply 
the text.  
  
2A. Soldiers doing God’s will  
 They fulfill Scripture and do the will of God in two ways. 
 1B. Offering Jesus sour wine 
 Before mentioning the wine, Matthew tells us where they crucified Jesus. The location of 
Jesus’ death has a name that apparently describes the terrain or topography of the hillside. It had 
the shape of a skull. Golgotha is a transliteration into Greek from an Aramaic word for skull and 
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we have it as a transliteration from Greek to English (the word Calvary is from the Latin for 
skull, Calvaria). The appearance of this hillside outside the city is probably why they used it for 
executions.   
 Arriving at the place of crucifixion, they give Jesus wine mixed with gall, but He refuses 
to drink it once He tastes it: And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34 
they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it (27.33). This is a 
poisonous drug that they customarily gave to condemned persons to dull their senses, but Jesus 
would have none of it. As Ridderbos puts it, “He did not want to be drugged but preferred to 
endure with a clear mind the suffering that had been laid upon Him” (Matthew, 526). In terms of 
Psalm 69, Jesus is the true Israelite who endures reproach, shame, and suffering with His heart 
ever fixed on the Lord of the covenant:  

6 Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast love is good; according to your abundant mercy, turn to me.  17 Hide 
not your face from your servant; for I am in distress; make haste to answer me.  18 Draw near to my soul, 
redeem me; ransom me because of my enemies!  19 You know my reproach, and my shame and my dishonor; 
my foes are all known to you.  20 Reproaches have broken my heart, so that I am in despair. I looked for pity, 
but there was none, and for comforters, but I found none.  21 They gave me poison for food, and for my thirst 
they gave me sour wine to drink (16-21). 

Although they gave Him poisonous sour wine to dull His senses, Jesus opposed any unnatural 
experience of the suffering before Him. Unwittingly, by presenting Jesus with this wine, the 
soldiers did the will of God in accord with prophetic Scripture. 
 2B. Casting lots for His clothes 
 Again, note the objective nature of the account. In this entire section, we have no mention 
of how the crucifixion affected Jesus. There is no groaning or complaining. In fact, the narrator 
almost passes by the crucifixion. In effect, he does pass it by; he looks back at it. He does not 
describe it, 35 And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots.  36 Then they 
sat down and kept watch over him there (35-36). He picks up his account at a point after the actual 
placement of Christ on the cross.  
 Matthew essentially passes over the crucifixion itself and thereby directs our attention to 
other things: Although Matthew does not use his typical “fulfillment” language (1.21; 2.5; 2.15), 
it is clear that his emphasis is on the fulfillment of Scripture. In the dividing of his garments by 
lot that takes place at the foot of the cross, the allusion to Psalm 22 is unmistakable: 16 For dogs 
encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet- 17 I can count all my bones- 
they stare and gloat over me; 18 they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots (16-18).  
 Now, we have an answer to this important question: if the narrator skips over the actual 
crucifixion mentioning it in hindsight as something that already happened, and if he does this so 
he can go on to something else, then what is that something else? What is it that takes 
precedence over describing the crucifixion? He makes the important point that Jesus is the 
Israelite of Israelites who suffers at the hands of His enemies (dogs, evildoers) who pierce His 
hands and feet, divide His garments between them by casting lots, and who per Psalm 22 stare and 
gloat over me (v. 17). In the prophecy of the piercing of hands and feet, the Psalm gives us more 
information about the crucifixion than Matthew’s narrative. Matthew cites what happened 
immediately after the crucifixion (the soldiers cast lots and watched Jesus with a gloating stare).  
 Unknown to these soldiers, their work of nailing Jesus to the cross, their indifference to 
Him as a person who suffers, their greed for material possessions of a dying man, their gloating, 
and their starring all bring the predetermined will of God to realization. Without knowing it, 
these men are God’s instruments in the accomplishment of His sovereign will.  
 
3A. People blaspheming Jesus 
 The charge against Him is put above Him on the cross: stated as a fact, He is Jesus, king of 
the Jews (27.37). The soldiers sat down and look up at Him and the narrator points our eyes 
upward as well by directing our attention to the sign posted above Jesus: Then they sat down and kept 
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watch over him there.  37 And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, "This is Jesus, the King of 
the Jews" (27.36-37). He directs our eyes above our Lord and not at Him. 
 Next, Matthew directs our attention to each side of Christ when he cites the fact of the 
crucifixion of robbers on the left and the right of Christ. Here, he just states the fact; he does not 
mention anything about the robbers again until verse 44. Thus, he puts a picture before us of 
Christ as king with sinners on His left and right by the bookend effect of verses 38 and 44 (38 Then 
two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left… And the robbers who were crucified with him 
also reviled him in the same way). The bookends put a frame around the scene. Picture Him there like a 
mediator elevated from the earth toward heaven. Therefore, we are to view everything from 38-
44 within this picture of Jesus as a king, an elevated king, and a Jewish king judging common 
sinners like sheep and goats (Mat. 25) on His right hand and on His left hand.  
 What is in these verses framed by the bookends? (39 And those who passed by derided him, 
wagging their heads 40 and saying, "You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you 
are the Son of God, come down from the cross."  41 So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, 
saying, 42 "He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, 
and we will believe in him.  43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, 'I am the Son of 
God.'"  44 And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way) 
 Various people express derogatory remarks to and about the Lord Jesus as He hangs there 
as king with sinners at His left and right. Again, our attention is not on the crucified Lord.  
 1) People in general 
 People passing by the place of execution mention the temple saying again, the saying that 
Jesus used as a parable and that He left unexplained. They call Him the Son of God with head 
wagging derision: You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son 
of God, come down from the cross" (27.40). Notice the faulty logic. This is an enthymatic argument, an 
argument with missing parts. Filled out, the argument looks like this: a) the stated premise is “if 
you are the Son of God, then you could save yourself,” b) the missing premise is “you cannot 
save yourself,” and c) the suppressed conclusion is “therefore, you are not the Son of God.”  
 Of course, they do not know the Scriptures and the commitment of the Son of God to 
obey His Father’s will by not saving Himself. He commits Himself, body and soul, to obedience. 
It is not that He cannot save Himself. Instead, He will not do so because He is the obedient Son 
of God.  
 Ironically, the temple parable they misquote and misunderstand shows how Jesus will 
save Himself, not from death, but through it by resurrection from the dead. The gospel sounds 
aloud at Calvary on the lips of ignorant scoffers.   
 2) Leaders in particular 
 Chief priests, scribes, and elders (mediators, teachers, and rulers) mock and denounce 
Jesus as a supposed Savior, King, Son of God, believer in God, and the delight of God’s heart. 
They commit a similar error in logic. Their argument has this fuller form: if God delights in Him, 
then let God deliver Him now and let Him come down now from the cross. God is not delivering 
Him and He is not coming down from the cross, therefore, God does not delight in Him. They 
are in a total fog regarding the suffering of the one in whom God is well pleased. It is because 
Jesus is God’s beloved Son in whom He is well pleased that He does not deliver Him. Both 
Father and Son take pleasure in fulfilling the eternal covenant of redemption. To fulfill that 
covenant, Jesus must remain on the cross. By means of the cross, Jesus becomes the Lord and 
Savior of His people.  
 3) Robbers in the same way 
 Robbers revile Him in the same way (And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in 
the same way, 27.44). This silent reiteration covers the same ground again. Here is a summary of 
what they say about Jesus with biting sarcasm: He allegedly is rebuilder of the temple, Son of 
God, Savior, King of Israel, believer in God, Son of God, and the delight of God’s heart.  
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Application 
 1) Put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ crucified 
 The fulfillment of Scripture by God’s sovereign control of history demonstrates that the 
man Jesus, the Israelite of Israelites, the believer in God who hangs on the cross, reviled by all, 
rejected by men, despised and mocked by passers by, leaders in Israel, and common thieves is 
the king of Israel. He is the judge of all people, the Savior of sinners, the Israelite who trusts in 
the God of the covenant. Hanging there on the cross, He is the delight of the Father’s heart.  
 Trust Him, entrust yourself to Him in the very scandal of the cross.  
 The cross is a scandal. Thus, it is a call to faith and a challenge to believe. Why does He 
hang there in such dishonor and humiliation and why is He there willingly? He appears weak and 
helpless; it seems that there is no hope but only failure.  
 However, He is there to fulfill prophecy. He is there to do the will of the Father and to 
complete the work of the eternal covenant of redemption (fulfilling Scripture, which sets forth 
God’s eternal plan). Thus, He is there in submission to the Father as His Son, God the Son and 
Son of God and obedient Son. They humiliate Him for your exaltation. He receives vile dishonor 
for your honor. He hangs there on the cross in order to save others not Himself: the Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto but to minister and to give His life a ransom for many (Mat. 
20.28). Faith looks beyond the appearance of utter failure to the marvelous victory that God is 
accomplishing. We have good news in the very happening of crucifixion. 
 Accordingly, faith lays hold of the gospel proclaimed in the irony of blasphemy. Hecklers 
proclaim the gospel of His crucifixion by reiterating the temple parable. The temple of His body 
will be destroyed in death, but He will rebuild it in resurrection. Faith looks at the cross and 
hearing every word of derision responds with confession: “I believe that Jesus hangs there on the 
tree as a curse in my place and He will judge all sinners like sheep and goats on His left and 
right; He is my Savior as the king of Israel, the obedient and believing Son of God, and the 
delight of the Father. O Lord Jesus, ‘mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly 
pain.’ O Lord Jesus, ‘what glory, what bliss till now was thine! Yet though despised and gory, I 
joy to call thee mine.’” That is faith in the gospel of Jesus’ crucifixion.   
 2) Second, by faith take up your cross and follow Jesus  
 Surely, the lesson of cross bearing jumps out at us here. Namely, Jesus must bear His 
cross and die on it, but His cross bearing includes with it the cross bearing of others: He goes to 
the cross and a man follows Him carrying a cross. In other words, other people follow Him 
carrying crosses. This interpretation assumes that there is more meaning to this account than the 
raw fact that the soldiers forced a total stranger to carry the cross of Christ. 
 a) Those of us who follow Christ, who walk with Christ, in a sense walk with Him to the 
cross carrying His cross as if it were our cross. Remarkably, His cross is our cross; we hung with 
Him and the curse of the law against us found fulfillment there on the cross.  
 b) Simon, a person from Cyrene in North Africa, does not carry this cross willingly. He 
did not volunteer for the job. In this fact, the analogy to a Christian follower breaks down 
because Christians take up their crosses and follow Christ voluntarily, even cheerfully. 
 Therefore, what are we to make of this picture of a man carrying a cross as he walks with 
Christ? We can find some of the answer in the fact that his cross bearing is not voluntary. We 
must simply think about the event in more detail. What is he doing here in Jerusalem? Who 
causes him to carry the cross? Simon is in Jerusalem at this point in time and not in North Africa 
because of the Passover. He is a Jew who has come to the Holy City to worship God. We know 
these things in general, no matter how genuine his faith may have been. Roman soldiers force 
Him to carry this cross and follow Jesus. Obviously, such force is not the way one becomes a 
Christian, a true follower of Christ.  
 Nonetheless, the forcing of a Jew to do a job for a Roman soldier reminds us of the 
teaching of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount. They conscripted Simon because under Roman 
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law, they had the right to do so. This reality irked the Jews and they would obey outwardly, 
being forced to do so, but they did not obey in their thought life. In this connection, what did 
Jesus teach us? He said, 38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.'  39 But I say 
to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.  40 And if 
anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  41 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, 
go with him two miles.  42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you.43 
"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  44 But I say to you, Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust (Mat. 5.38-45).  
 In other words, the mental picture of a man, a Jew, following Jesus and carrying a cross 
because of Roman rule shifts our attention for the moment to the teaching of Jesus with respect 
to going the extra mile when forced to go a mile. From our vantage point on this side of the 
resurrection, we can look back at this simple detail to see the good news a) that Christ is on His 
way to free His people from Roman bondage, and b) more deeply, Christ is on His way to free 
His people from bondage in sin. The followers of Christ bear burdens and crosses as they follow 
the Lord Jesus. Thus, based on the gospel of Christ’s work on the cross, we have the exhortation 
to follow Him in obedience when evil people slap us on the cheek, take our possessions, and 
exercise unreasonable authority toward us. He commands us to guard our hearts and not retaliate 
in thought, word, or deed. We walk by a standard different from our world. We get our marching 
orders from the teaching of Christ matched by His example. He goes to the cross in obedience to 
the Father. If we walk with Him, we must follow Him carrying a cross by responding to evil that 
hurts us in a way that pleases our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 Therefore, by faith, take up your cross and follow Jesus, knowing that whatever the trials, 
hardships, and sufferings that may be on your pathway you are following Jesus to His crucifixion 
not yours. His crucifixion is gospel-good-news because He hung there in your place.  
 

Let us bow down before the majesty of our crucified Lord and let us do so with this prayer: “What 
language shall I borrow, to thank thee dearest friend, For this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without 
end? O make me thine forever, and should I fainting be, Lord, let me never, never, outlive my love to 
thee.” To our crucified and risen Savior, final judge, and king of Israel be all glory now and 
forevermore, amen.  


