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16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  18 As 
you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that 
they also may be sanctified in truth.   

Introduction 
 How do the words of John 17.16-19 help us remember the Lord Jesus? We should begin 
to answer this question by reviewing the context of this text in the high priestly prayer as a 
whole.  
 The prayer of Jesus falls naturally into two halves: 1-11a and 11b-26. The first half is His 
prayer of priestly offering. He is both offerer and offering when He presents Himself to the hour 
of the cross that has now come. Thus, in summary, He says, “Father the hour has come, the hour 
of the Passover sacrifice of sacrifices has come, so, righteous Father glorify your son that He 
may glorify you” (17.1). This is the paradox of supreme glory through unmentionable 
humiliation. He grounds His offering in the eternal covenant on behalf of all whom the Father 
gave Him (17.2). These are the Father’s elect people that He owned for Himself and gave to 
Christ: Yours they were, and you gave them to me (17.6b). Jesus makes His offering of Himself to the 
cross for them and not for the world: I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom 
you have given me, for they are yours (17.9). 
 When we get to 17.11b, we have a shift in how the Lord prays. He goes from priestly 
offering to priestly petitions, from priestly offering in prayer to priestly petitions in prayer. 
Beginning with the request in 17.11b, He presents direct and explicit petitions for the apostles 
and the church with the apostles as representative of the church. Accordingly, He prays that the 
Father will preserve, sanctify, unify, and glorify all those given to the Son in the eternal 
covenant: keep them in your name, v. 11b, sanctify them (v. 17), that they may all be one (v. 21), and that 
they…may be with me where I am, to see my glory (v. 24). These petitions move back and forth between 
the apostles who represent the church and the church they represent (the apostles are the church 
in nuclear form).  
 Within this context, we come today to the second specific petition, the petition for our 
sanctification (17.16-19), but we come with purpose; we come to observe communion in 
remembrance of Jesus. Instead of emphasizing our work in our sanctification (as we might do in 
a regular sermon on this text), we emphasize His work in our sanctification. We do so because 
the goal of preaching communion remembrances is to focus on Christ in a distinct way. 
 The goal of focusing in a distinct way on our Lord decides our topic (the consecration of 
Christ versus the sanctification of His disciples).  Because we are now at the table for 
communion remembering we will stress His consecration instead ours. Moreover, this distinct 
focus dictates how we will outline the text: the context of our Lord’s consecration and the nature 
of His consecration.  
 
1A. The context of our Lord’s consecration  
 The context of the Lord’s consecration is His prayer for the sanctification of His 
disciples, which is driven by their need. Therefore, let us consider the disciples’ need and the 
Lord’s petition as these come before us in the prayer of Jesus. 
 1B. The disciples’ need  
 Their need arises from the relation they have to the world in two ways. 
 1C. First, they are not of the world 
 The phrase “not of the world” occurs in verse 14 and again in verse 16 (14 I have given them 
your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world… 16 They are 
not of the world, just as I am not of the world).  
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 In verses 16-19, the information regarding the relation of the disciples to the world 
expands by repetition. Verse 14 states their status as “not of the world” due to the fact that they 
possess the Father’s word. This status occasions hatred from the world toward them because they 
are not of the world as Christ is not of it. The world loves its own and that which is foreign to it 
contradicts its fundamental principles and patterns of life. By presenting the Father’s word to the 
world, the children of God infuriate the world because the presentation calls for submission to 
God’s authority at the same time that it exposes sin (Jn. 7.7, The world…hates me because I testify about 
it that its works are evil; 3.19-20, 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil.  20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light 
and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed). Opposition from the world includes the 
deception of trying to squeeze the church into the world’s mold (to conformity to the world) in a 
seductive solidarity.   
 The other point of relation to the world is that Jesus “sent them” into the world. 
 2C. Second, they are sent into the world 
 What we may not be ready to absorb is the surprising turn that their relation takes. Jesus 
sends His apostles into the world, not away from it, as we might naturally expect: I have sent them 
into the world (v. 18).  
 Although the world opposes Christ, and His people, God has not abandoned it. In Christ, 
through His disciples (who represent the church of the ages in nuclear form) God has a plan for 
the salvation of the world. 
 Those who are not of the world and who are opposed by its evil are sent to the world; 
they are sent “into it” and “to it.” This is the relation of gospel mission that begins with the 
apostles and continues through pastors (and all disciples) who enter into the labors of the 
apostles in the post-apostolic church. Jesus says, As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world (17.18). He gave the first disciples the word of the Father and He commissioned them in 
stages that ultimately come to expression in the Great Commission (the great post-resurrection 
commission of Mat. 28).  
 It is into the world that He sends them, into the world of fallen God hating sinners living 
on the cursed earth due to the fall. He sends them into the midst of wolves (cf. dogs, swine in 
Jesus’ teaching and in Peter on false prophets as people who return to their vomit and mud 
puddles). The world is the fallen, God hating, rebellious, disobedient, and stiff-necked world of 
sinners. The world consists of sinful (sin-full) people from whom God owned particular 
undeserving people with electing love. Accordingly, He gave them to Christ for Him to redeem 
them by His death and give them eternal life by giving them knowledge of the eternal God (Jn. 
17.3). 
 Although God’s people may at times be “forced out of the world” as the world tries to 
send them away, Christians cannot position themselves in an attitude of “away from.” Granted 
the world is “outside” but the church goes into the world and to sinners with the gospel-good-
news of the death and resurrection of Christ.  
 Hence, the fact of not being of the world arouses the world’s opposition and hatred, but 
this is only the beginning because the church has the duty of confrontation, which goes hand in 
hand with separation. Hated and pursued, the church does not run away, the church turns in 
direct counterpoint to proclaim the message of Christ. Hence, the need is intense to the say the 
least. Jesus is aware of these things. He tells us of them in loving concern for our well-being. 
 2B. The Lord’s petition 
 To meet this need, Jesus petitions the sanctification of the apostles and all who follow in 
their steps: Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  Interestingly, they find safety (protection by 
God’s keeping) in the way of sanctification (being made holy) in the truth. Although they are in 
the world of God hating sinners who hate those who are not of the world, and although they are 
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in the world that the evil one rules (the father of lies and murders…), they are safe in the word 
of the Father; it is the sword of the Spirit that God’s people take up for protection and conquest.  
 People hate you and your protection is not in anger, numbers, an army, but in the word of 
the Father. The evil one opposes you with deception and your protection is not fearful running 
away or mean-spirited outrage, but the word of the Father that sanctifies you. Thus, growth in 
holiness by abiding in God’s word is where you are safe in your journey through this pilgrim 
land.   
 “Sanctify them, set them apart more and more,” Jesus prays, “they are not of the world of 
sin and sinners, though they come from that cloth and are sinners still. Now, they need 
sanctification, the process of making them more and more holy in accord with your truth…in 
heart and mind, in thought, word, and deed.”  
 The truth is the Father’s truth; Jesus only proclaims what He has heard from the Father 
for He is the obedient Son par excellence. Speaking the truth of the Father and embodying it in 
His person and work, Jesus is the truth (Jn. 14.6). As He departs from them, He knows that they 
need the truth as the word that will eventually become the written NT. That written word is truth; 
it is inerrant, without error. Christ gives it by prayer to us as the central resource for all our 
needs.  
 What puts this resource in place? It comes about by the consecration of Christ. So, let us 
now turn to the nature of His consecration.  
 
2A. The nature of the consecration of Christ 

And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth (17.19).   
 This is a voluntary consecration for Jesus says, I consecrate myself. Still, in light of the entire 
prayer, this willingness is a matter of obedience to the Father, commitment to the covenant of 
redemption, and faithfulness to His agreement before times eternal. Thus, Jesus says, “you have 
sent me” (v. 18).  
 He unselfishly consecrates Himself “for their sake.”  
 His consecration (literally, His sanctification) is the presentation of Himself to the hour of 
sacrifice to endure the punishment of sin as the sacrifice (offerer and offering) for our sins. He 
willingly sacrificed Himself for their sakes; this is self-sacrifice. He endures what is necessary to 
benefit the covenant people the Father gave to Christ: “I consecrate myself (set myself 
apart)…for them.” 
 He set Himself apart to the task of redeeming the given ones. 
 Self-dedication to the sacred task of being the literal sacrifice secures the atoning power 
that effectively removes the stain of sin in a cleansing flood. Because of His self-sacrifice to be 
the effectual sacrifice on behalf of His covenant children, the apostles and the church they 
represent, will to the last person be consecrated.  
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 In the light of this text, how do we remember the Lord Jesus? How shall we remember 
our Lord? One way is to remember Him at prayer, praying for the disciples, then and now, them 
and us. Jesus prays for us and in His prayer He presents Himself as the sacrifice for our sins to 
sanctify us. This is a marvelous gospel word: for their sake I consecrate myself. 
 A number of things come to the surface in this context. 
 1) Jesus prays for us personally – for each disciple, then and now, them and us 
 This is His prayer for you (“I for them” means “Jesus for you”).  
 2) He considers your needs and therefore prays for you with specificity.  
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 Note that the orientation of His praying is your sanctification. He addresses your needs 
at their most important root…that of your walk with God in holiness.  
 3) He offers Himself on your behalf, in your place, as the sacrificial Passover lamb to 
endure your punishment for sin and to cleanse you from the pollution and uncleanness of your 
sin.  
 4) He does this for you voluntarily. 
 This is not something He does grudgingly or out of pure constraint. He is willing to do 
this for you; He gives willingly and cheerfully for you.  
 5) He does it faithfully, obediently, and submissively.  
 This is His covenant keeping faithfulness to accomplish His part in the eternal covenant 
of redemption. Your salvation has deep roots in the love of God in Christ before the foundation 
of the world.  
 6) He does this for you for the glory of God and with the purpose of including you in that 
glory as the prayer continues to make clear. 
 This self-sacrificing consecration reveals the amazing love of God in Christ for you who 
“lean on Jesus for repose.” He will never desert you to your foes! He will nourish you all the way 
to glory. To the triune God be all glory, now and forevermore, amen.  
 
__________________________ 
What then shall we say to these things as we come to partake in symbol of Christ who is the 
bread of life? What do we say in symbolic response in the eating and drinking?  
 
 A. I need Him 
 I need the holy sacrifice of Christ in His holiness; I need this one who set Himself apart 
to the humiliation of the cross to save undeserving and polluted sinners. I need Him because I 
have sinned and I am not worthy to the son or daughter of the Father in heaven. I need the Lord 
Jesus because of my sin and because He did the work that was necessary to cleans me from all 
my sin and to set me apart for God and glory. Thus, the taking of the elements becomes a prayer: 
“O Lord Jesus, I need you.” 
 B. I own Him as my very own 
 As I take the bread and wine to my lips, I symbolize my commitment to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I am saying something. I am saying that I appropriate His holy work. I own it as my own. 
I do not just say in effect, “He is a marvelous and holy sacrifice; He is a loving Lord who 
petitions specifically for sinners. I say, “He is my marvelous and holy sacrifice. He is my loving 
Lord who petitions specifically for me despite all my sins. This too becomes a prayer: “O Lord 
Jesus, I own you as my very own; I submit myself to you. I give myself away to be yours now 
and forever. I commit myself to you as my prophet, priest, and king to trust you, to live under 
your authority, and to live for you. I am yours O Lord; do with me as you please for your glory.” 
 C. I own His family as my family  
 There is one loaf, which is Christ. Because we are joined to Him we are one in Him. He 
is our elder brother and we are brothers and sisters in God’s redeemed family. Now, I must love 
the family as He loves the family. Granted, it is a family of sinners. Nonetheless, I must love as I 
am loved; I must seek the good of all men, but especially the good of the household of faith.  
 “O Lord Jesus, help me to love your family as I ought. In this way, I seek to love you my 
loving Lord. Amen.”   
 
  
 
 


