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When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, "Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give 
eternal life to all whom you have given him.  3 And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave 
me to do.  5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the 
world existed (Jn. 17.1-5). 

Introduction 
 In this series on John 17, we have worked section by section through the chapter with the 
goal of remembering our high priest in a distinct way. Now, we want to try to remember the Lord 
Jesus on the basis of all the sections at once. The challenge is to see the whole picture that John 
paints for us. We have to leave some details off the canvass or at least press them into the 
background to concentrate on particular things in the foreground. This brings us to the question 
for today’s message: what, then, is the big picture regarding Christ that we discover in John’s 
remembering of Jesus, Our Great High Priest? 
 Let us try to answer this question in the following three ways: in outline form, in a 
packed sentence, and in summary focus.  
  
1A. The big picture in outline form 
 We have to work our way into our answer and a good way to begin is to outline the 
chapter. I see two ways to do this. One way is to outline in two divisions accenting the priestly 
work of Christ because the entire chapter records a prayer. The divisions are 17.1-11a and 
17.11b-26. There is a definite shift in thought midway through vs.11: 9 I am praying for them. I am not 
praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours.  10 All mine are yours, and yours are 
mine, and I am glorified in them.  11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 
In these words, Jesus reinforces the particularism of the sacrifice He offers as high priest by 
telling us that He does not pray for each and every person. Instead, He prays for (meaning He 
gives Himself to the cross for) those whom the Father gave to Him, and not for the world. Now, 
note that in the latter half of verse 11 Jesus distinctly addresses the Father (saying, Holy Father), 
then He expresses the first of a number of specific petitions for all His disciples: keep them in your 
name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one (11b). There is a transition from 
intercession by offering to intercession by specific petitions based on the offering. 
 1) Therefore, in 17.1-11a, Jesus offers Himself as the sacrifice for His people. The theme 
is His sacrifice, its basis, and its fulfillment. He first presents Himself to the Father as the 
offering, the sacrifice of sacrifices, and per the context, as the Passover Lamb. He says, Father the 
hour has come, glorify your Son (17.1). This is more than a simple acknowledgement of the hour; it 
involves submission to it. It involves commitment to suffering the deepest humiliation as the 
appointed path to the highest exaltation. Committing Himself to the appointed pathway shows us 
that He grounds His self-sacrifice in the eternal covenant (17.4, I glorified you on earth, having 
accomplished the work that you gave me to do). He is on a mission with work to do that has its roots in 
times eternal. To fulfill the eternal covenant, Jesus presents Himself to the cross for the given 
ones. He is both the offering and the one who offers it. That is what we have in 17.1-11a (the 
first division of the outline). 
 2) Then, in 17.11b-26, Jesus shifts in thought to offering petitions as the advocate for His 
covenant people. He petitions the Father on the basis of His sacrifice asking that His covenant 
people be kept (17.11), sanctified (17.17), unified (17.21), and glorified (17.24). That is an 
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outline sketch of what we have in the second division of the prayer. He shifts from offering 
Himself to making petition.  
 Another way to outline the chapter is in six parts noting that each centers on how Jesus 
addresses “the only true God” (v. 3). In the course of praying this prayer, Jesus names the one to 
whom He prays calling Him Father. The first two occurrences relate to His glorification: to His 
glorification on the cross in 17.1 (Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you) 
and to His glorification beyond the resurrection (17:5, And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 
with the glory that I had with you before the world existed). The remaining occurrences relate to His 
petitions and confidence as mediator between the Father and the given ones. For the covenant 
people, Jesus petitions their preservation in 17.11 (Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have 
given me, that they may be one, even as we are one). He petitions their sanctification and unity in 17.17-
23 (Sanctify them in the truth… I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 
word,  21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me). And He petitions their glorification in 17.24 (Father, I desire that 
they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory). Our high priest concludes the 
prayer with an expression of confidence and loving commitment in 17.25-26 (O righteous Father, 
even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them 
your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in 
them). Now, in two ways, we have the big picture for our remembering in outline form. 
 
2A. The big picture in a packed sentence 
 With these outlines in mind, let us now try to capture the picture of our Lord in a single 
packed sentence. Again, we have to work our way into this by process by highlighting the 
following things: the fact of prayer, the historical context, and the perspective of eternity. 
  
 1) The fact of prayer (as we try to focus a single sentence) 
 We should begin with the obvious fact here that John 17 records a prayer from Jesus “the 
Son” (your Son, the unique Son, God the Son, God the Son incarnate) to the holy and righteous 
Father in heaven. Jesus lifted His eyes to heaven and said, “Father” (1b), “Holy Father” (11b), 
and “Righteous Father” (25). This is a high priestly prayer because Jesus presents Himself to the 
Father as the sacrificial offering for the given ones and because He petitions the Father for the 
sanctification and glorification of the given ones on the basis of that sacrifice. So, He is Jacob’s 
ladder; Jesus is the one and only mediator between God and man.  
 2) The historical context (still working our way to a single sentence) 
 John presents the Lord Jesus in the hour of the cross. That is the historical context. The 
fact of this hour has been in the mind of our Lord from the beginning of His ministry. When He 
performed His first miracle at Cana of Galilee, He said, My hour has not yet come (Jn. 2.4) and He 
was speaking about the hour of His death and His body as the destroyed temple (Jn. 2.21). In 
John 12:23, the description of the hour parallels its description in John 17. It is the hour of glory. 
Moreover, the glory is by death in order to gain much fruit:  And Jesus answered them, “The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” Then the paradox of glory hits the high chord of 
extreme tension when Jesus says, “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this 
hour'! But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!" Remember, at the same time 
that Jesus recoils from the cross, He commits Himself with determined resolve to experience it. 
He speaks ambivalently, in effect, saying, “My soul is exceedingly troubled, and what shall I 
say? With every ounce of self-preservation in my being, I must say, ‘Father, save me from this 
hour!’ Nevertheless, with determined resolve rooted deep in my soul, I must say, ‘Father, glorify 
your son in and through the unspeakable suffering of the cross.’” This is the hour that Jesus said 
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is coming and has come: Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his 
own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me (Jn 16.32).  
 Furthermore, it is the hour in which the Passover lamb is to be killed. In the context of 
the transformation of Passover into communion, Jesus said, this is my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins (Mat 26.28). 

The linkage with the Passover brings into view the inseparability of the hour of glory, the 
cross, departure, accomplishment; love, communion, and thus Passover sacrifice for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. The “hour” informs us that the climax of His redemptive work has come.  
Wicked hands will take the true Passover Lamb and slay Him while His disciples run from His 
side in fear ("friends through fear, his cause disowning"). The shadow of the cross looms large.  
The dark clouds of Golgotha's hill are quickly forming. The stage is set; the hour of sacrifice has 
arrived. 

3) The perspective of eternity 
 In a word, one way to view our Lord is to see Him as the ultimate priest who puts His 
own life on the line to mediate for the particular sinners given to Him by the Father in the eternal 
covenant of redemption (1b-2, 6, Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 
since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him…yours they were 
and you gave them to me). Per the pact (the pactum, the agreement) of salvation, the Father gave the 
Son universal authority over each and every human being for a precise purpose, namely, to give 
eternal life to the people the Father chose, owned for Himself (yours they were, 6b), and gave to the 
Son.  

Granted, in John 17, we have no explicit language that uses the words, priest, high priest, 
sacrifice, substitution, or even redemption. Still, the fact that Jesus presents Himself to the cross 
as Passover lamb to die in order to bear much fruit shows that high priestly intercessory sacrifice 
is obviously in view.  This is high priestly work; this must be high priestly intercession. 

Now can we combine things into a single packed sentence? It will be worth trying.  
John presents our great high priest, the Lord Jesus at prayer in the hour of the cross from 

the perspective of eternity as one in glory with the Father, but having come forth from the Father 
in covenant obedience to reveal Him to sinners, to gather back to fellowship all those the Father 
gave to Him before the creation of the world, and to bring glory to the Father by the 
manifestation of His name, love, holiness, and righteousness through the redemptive work of His 
life, death, and resurrection enthronement as Sovereign King and Savior of the world.  
 
3A. The big picture in summary focus 
 With the outlines and the packed sentence in mind, let us now try to focus the picture of 
our Lord on a canvas that includes us in a great purpose that stretches from eternity to eternity. 
 The prayer gives us glimpses of the inter-trinitarian relationship before creation and the 
inter-trinitarian covenant of redemption of the Father’s elect people that He gave to the Son in 
order for the Son to give them the knowledge of God and eternal life.  
 As the great high priest of the Father’s elect, Jesus is the obedient Son (the covenantally 
obedient and faithful Son). He sets His head like a flint to face the fearful hour that has now 
arrived. He appeals to His fulfillment of the work the Father gave Him to do as the basis of His 
confident expectation that the Father will accept the Passover sacrifice of Christ in death and 
apply it in the keeping, sanctifying, and glorifying of the people of the eternal covenant.  
 Thus, Jesus is the greeter giving good news; He welcomes us into fellowship with God 
just as He welcomes us into this prayer of fellowship with the Father that He lets us overhear 
through John’s overhearing.  
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 Jesus is life giving king who has sovereign authority over all flesh in order to give 
eternal life to the people the Father owned and gave to the Son. In covenant fulfillment, Jesus is 
the obedient Son and faithful mediator.  
 Jesus is the Savior of the world. 
 Jesus is our loving teacher as teacher of disciples then and now.  
 He teaches the disciples as representatives of the church and He teaches the church of 
disciples they represent; He does so continually and faithfully: I made known to them your name, and I 
will continue to make it known (17.26).  
 
Conclusion 
 The prayer opens with His welcome (in effect, we see Him lift His eyes to heaven and we 
are invited to listen to this outstanding communication between the Son in the shadow of the 
cross and the Father in heaven). The prayer ends with His determined resolve to share His 
knowledge of the Father with us. On the sure basis of His Passover sacrifice, He will continue to 
reveal the Father’s glory to all the chosen ones, to the end of the age (26 I made known to them your 
name, and I will continue to make it known). This is a saving revelation that plants God’s love in us (26 that 
the love with which you have loved me may be in them). Ultimately, this is very personal because as the 
perfect revelation of the Father, the incarnate God prayerfully commits Himself to dwell in His 
people and never leave them. Thus, He closes the prayer with these profoundly simple words: 26 

and I in them. His love for us is truly amazing love. It may seem redundant and repetitive when He 
says these words that are truly precious: that they…may be with me where I am. The strong affection of 
His deep desire is such that He has to overstate His point and to make it with an exclamation 
point. He is being wonderfully emphatic; He is giving vent to His affection for us.  
 Thus, with personal, beneficial, emphatic desire, Jesus shows us that He holds us in His 
heart with great affection. He is our tender, loving, and affectionate Savior.  
 
What then shall we say to these things? 
 1) I need Him 
 These elements represent the body and blood of Christ. Taking them, we acknowledge 
our sinfulness and need of the work Jesus did as the great high priest offering Himself to God as 
the supreme sacrifice for sinners, to give forgiveness, the knowledge of God, and eternal life.  
 As a prayer, you are saying in symbol and ought to say in heart: O Lord Jesus, I need 
you. 
 2) I own Him as my very own 
 You take the elements to your lips and palates. You symbolically appropriate the body 
and blood of Christ. This symbolizes ownership of Christ, the appropriation of His person and 
work by faith. You are saying more than: “He is a great high priest.” You are saying, “He is my 
great high priest.” As a prayer: “O Lord Jesus I submit myself to you, I cling to your priestly 
work for my salvation and to that work alone, and I commit myself to you as my prophet, priest, 
and king to learn from you and to live for you by your teachings.” 
 3) I own His family as my family  
 Note how Jesus ends this profound prayer with an emphasis on love. His ultimate goal is 
to glorify the Father and His immediate goal is that we reflect the love the Father has for the Son: 
26 that the love with which you have loved me may be in them (17.26).  
 O Lord Jesus, I commit myself to love your brothers and sisters as I have been loved by 
you. In love for you, in response to your love for me, I dedicate myself to love the Christian 
family and to engage in the give and take of one anothering love, mutual correction, and 
forgiveness.  
 


